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PREFACE. 

DURING the summer of 1882 the Editor of THE SANITARY 
ENGINEJ-R carefully investigated the methods employed in 
various cities in Great Britain for curtailing the waste of water without 
subjecting the respective communities to either inconvenience or a 
limited allowance The results of this investigation appeared in a 
series of articles entitled "New York's Water-Supply," the purpose 
being to present to the readers of Tin-. SANITARY KNCHNEER such facts 
as would stimulate public sentiment in support of the enforcement of 
measures tending to prevent the excessive waste of water so prevalent 
m American cities, and especially the city of New York, which was then 
suffering from a short supply. 

Numerous requests for information, together with the recent 
popular agitation in connection with a proposition to increase the 
powers of the Water Department of New York City with a view to 
enabling it to restrict the waste of water, have suggested the desirability 
of reprinting these articles m a more convenient and accessible form, 
with data giving the results of efforts in this direction m American 
cities since the articles first appeared, so far as they have come to the 
author's notice ; and also to furnish information regarding the enforce- 
ment of needed regulations to which there might be -more or lees 
opposition due to misapprehension. A careful perusal of this record of 
the experience of other cities will indicate that it is entirely feasible to 
control and improve the character of the water-fittings and plumbing- 
work without requiring the use of patented appliances, and that no- 
special system for all places is recommended. 

If the publication of this little book increases the popular appre- 
ciation of an urgent public necessity, and tends to secure for water- 
works official* who are striving to do their duty in the matter of 
restricting the waste of water, the support of influential members of 
their community, the author will feel amply repaid for the labor 
involved in gathering and preventing this information. 

NEW YORK, May, 1883. H. C. M. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

I'AGBS 

CHAPTER 1 CONni'lION OI- 1 Nl-AV YORK'S W AT T-,R- SUPPLY 

Mr, Thomas Hftwksley on Advantages of Waste-Prevention 
Condition of Water-Supply in Knginnd Thirty Years Ago Means 
Adopted to Prevent Waste in CJreat Britain Norwich First City in 
England to Adopt Measures of Prevention London, the Practice 
There .... . . 7-10 

CHAPTKR II. GLASGOW. 

District Meters Tried us an Experiment Re&ultH of Experiments 
Prevalence of Defective Fittings Testing and Stamping of Fittings- 
Rule^ (loverning Plumbers' Work 11-14 

CHAPTER III. MANCHESTER. 

History of Waste-Prevention Measures Methods of House-to-lIouHe 
Inspection Duties of Inspectors Methods of Testing and Stamping 
Fitting! 15-18 

CHAPTER IV. LIVERPOOL. 

Change from Intermittent to Constant Supply Method of Ascer- 
taining Locality of Waste by Use of District Meters Method of 
Home Inspection Method of Testing Fittings .. 19-34 

CHAPTER V, PROVIDENCE AND CINCINNATI. 

Review of Measures to Prevent Water-Waste In the United States 
prior to 1889 Providence, R. I., Results following the General Use of 
Meters Cincinnati, Methods of House Inspection with the Aid of 
the Wtterphon* Results Attained 95-30 

CHAPTER VI. NEW YORK. 

Measures Adopted by the Department of Public Works prior to 
x88a 31-33 



CHAPTER VII. GENERAL CONCLUSIONS. 

Points to be Considered In Adopting Measures for I*arge t'lties . 34-37 

APPENDIX POINTS SUGGESTED IN THE CONSIDERATION 01 
VARIOUS METHODS. 

Water-Waste Prevention In Boston in 1883 anil 1884 Result* at- 
tained 3 ( )-*4<' 

Waste-Prevention in New York City ... 46-48 

Liverpool Corporation Water-Works Regulations 49-5 1 

Glasgow Corporation Water-Works Regulations Description of Stan- 
dard Fittings Penalties for Violations 51-57 

Cistern versus Valve Supply to Water-Cloaeta in New York City New 
York Board of Health Regulations concerning Water-Supply to Water- 
Closets 57-7O 

Letters from Water-Works Authorities sustaining the action of the New 
York Board of Health in requiring Cistern Supply to Wutcr-Closet*. . . . 

Extracts from Report of Boston City Engineer on Wasteful Water- 
Closets 

Proposed Water-Rates on Water-Closets in New York 

Resolutions of the New York Board of Health endoning the proposed 
Water-Rates for Water-Closets f)fj 

Excerpts from Articles explaining Methods of Arranging Water-Supply 
to Water-Closets to secure the Minimum Water-Rate in New York (with 
Illustrations) 



CHAPTER I. 



CONDITION OF NEW YORK'S WATER-SUPPLY. 

MR, THOMAS HAWKSLKY ON ADVANTAGES OF WAS'lE-PREVENTION CON- 
DITION OF WATER-SUPPLY IN KNC1LANI) THIRTY YEARS AGO 
MEANS ADOPTED TO PREVENT WA8T1-, IN GREAT 
BRITAIN NORWICH FIRST CITY IN ENGLAND 
TO ADOPT MEASURES OF PREVEN- 
TION LONDON, THK PRAC- 
TICE THERK 

THE condition of New York with reference to its water-supply has 
frequently been referred to in THE SANITARY ENGINEER during the past 
three years,* and the situation of Boston, Philadelphia, and Cincinnati, 
to mention no smaller places, has suggested the propriety of reviewing 
the experiences of other cities in their attempts to husband their 
resources in the matter of water-supply. We have for some years 
looked into the question of water-waste prevention, and during the past 
summer have spent considerable time in investigating the methods 
adopted in the cities of Great Britain, with a view to being able to form 
an intelligent opinion as to the best practicable methods that might be 
employed in New York, making due allowance for the great difference 
in local conditions, as to the habits and requirements of water consumers 
and the methods of municipal administration. Briefly stated, the con- 
dition of New York is as follows : The Croton aqueduct began deliver- 
ing water to this city to its fullest safe capacity ten years ago. That 
capacity was about ninety-five million gallons daily. To furnish this 
amount of water the flow-line in the aqueduct has been maintained at a 
point nearly two feet higher than the designers and constructors of the 
aqueduct anticipated when it was built. The strain occasioned thereby 
has, therefore, been a matter of deep solicitude on the part of the 
engineers whose duty has been the maintenance of the conduit. 

During the past ten years the population of this city has increased 
about three hundred and ten thousand. Manufactures, hydraulic- 

* Written In z8Ba. 



elevators, and other demands upon the limited amount of water have 
multiplied at an enormous rate, and no doubt faster than all ha*, the 
waste increased 

Besides all this, during the fall of i8i it was made painfully 
apparent that the storage capacity of the Croton reservoir was inade- 
quate, and while in ordinary times the flow over the clam into the 
Hudson averaged during the past eighteen years three hundred thou- 
sand gallons daily, yet this average was of no avail m a period of 
extended drought From the opinions of the ablest hydraulic engineers 
m this country it is evident that the present Croton water-shed is ample 
for the present and future needs of this city, provided, however, that 
additional storage capacity be arranged for and an additional conduit 
be provided to carry the water to this city. 

As a matter of immediate concern, the following articles will be 
confined to the description of methods by which present and future 
suffering can be mitigated, and that is nc thing more or less than the 
prevention of waste, for even should the work of building a new 
aqueduct be begun at once, it will probably be seven years before an 
additional gallon of water can be delivered through it ; meanwhile the 
probabilities of suffering are not pleasant to contemplate, 

The consumption of water m New York, with the present reduced 
pressure in the mams, is about seventy-five gallons daily for each inhabi- 
tant, which amount is nearly three times as great as Liverpool and Man- 
chester use with their greatly increased pressure. There is no doubt 
that, after making the most liberal allowance for the difference in the 
habits and usage of our people, fully forty gallons per head are wasted, 
and of this amount twenty-five gallons at least may be considered as 
preventable waste 

At the ratio of increase of population during the past ten years, 
another seven years will add two hundred thousand to our numbers, 
which means a decrease of nearly one-fifth in the water-pressure now 
maintained. 

It is obvious, then, that in order to supply the demands of this 
increased population and retain the present inadequate pressure, one- 
fifth of the amount delivered, or about twenty million gallons daily, muat 
be saved from the amount now wasted, and it is a matter much to be 
regretted that so little has yet been done in that direction. 

As an illustration of what maybe accomplished under proper regu- 
lation to suppress water-waste, we quote from an address of Mr. Thomas 
Hawksley, past President of the Institution of Civil Engineers, delivered 
at Liverpool, m 1876 



"The necessity for the adoption of a uniform and uniformly applied 
system of rules and regulations is manifested by the results of their 
application or otherwise in towns of a generally similar character. 
Oxford and Cambridge are two such towns In the former, where no 
efficient regulations are in use, the quantity delivered is eighty gallons 
per head ; in the latter, whero efficient regulations are in use, the quan- 
tity delivered is eighteen gallons " 

Thirty years ago the water-supply of nearly every English city was 
on the intermittent plan, it being supposed that under a constant service 
the waste would be so gre.it that the water companies would be unable 
to keep up the supply In cities, therefore, where a scarcity of water 
was imminent, and with very little prospect of an early increase, attention 
was turned, as it never is in times of plenty, to the adoption of measures 
for the suppression of waste. 

The means adopted in Great Britain to check waste are substantially 
three 

First Intermittent supply, and an efficient inspection and super- 
vision over fittings and plumbing-work. 

Second Testing and stamping of all fittings, rigid rules to govern 
the plumbing-work, inspection before water is turned on, and house-to- 
house inspection periodically thereafter. 

Third -The Liverpool plan, which is to have district meters in the 
streets in order to localize the waste, rigid and persistent inspection, 
careful testing and stamping of every fitting used, and inspection of the 
plumbing-work periodically thereafter. 

Norwich was the first city in England to secure parliamentary powers 
to adopt and enforce rules controlling the character of the water-fittings 
and the plumbing. This was made necessary, as the consumption had so 
increased that the intermittent supply had to be reverted to. The con- 
sumption had then risen to what in Knglund is regarded the enormous 
amount of forty imperial gallons per head daily about forty-eight 
United States gallons. Under the direction of the eminent hydraulic 
engineer, Mr. Thomatt Hawksley, parliamentary powers were sought 
and obtained, rules were prepared and enforced, defective mains 
replaced, and waste stopped to such an extent, that the consumption 
was brought to fifteen gallons per head less than one-third the former 
amount and the constant service was restored and has ever since been 
maintained. 

Many other cities sought and secured the power to regulate the use 
of water-supply fittings and control the manner of doing the plumbing- 
work, and the essential features of the Norwich Water-Works rules are 
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embodied in every set of water-works regulations in Great Britain, while 
as a. matter of fact hardly a single one of them obtains in any American 

city. 

It must not be supposed that the powers to regulate these matters 
were easily obtained , on the contrary, they were fought inch by inch, and 
were only secured by most persistent effort and the expenditure of large 
sums of money by the various companies As an instance, we would cite 
the case of the adoption of the rules to govern fittings and methods of 
plumbing m Sheffield The hearing before the magistrates, who by the 
act of Parliament were required to sanction them, continued thirteen 
days and cost the water company twenty thousand dollars. 

In London the water is supplied entirely by private companies, and 
with the exception of one or two the supply is yet intermittent. Being 
private corporations, they have not been able to secure Huch control 
over the fittings and the plumbing-work as some of the other cities 
possess, due, probably, to the fact that powers of the kind sought are not 
readily granted to any but municipal authorities. The rules under 
which they now act were adopted about 1873, and required the sanction 
of the Board of Trade, who appointed as commissioners, to confer with 
the water-works' managers, the Duke of Richmond, Captain Tyler, and 
Mr Robert Rawlmson. 

The original demands of the water companies were considered 
excessive and were strongly resisted. They were modified by the Board 
of Trade, and finally agreed to Being private corporations, the feeling 
against the water companies is much like that against gas companies, 
The managers, therefore, in order to prevent controversies, and relying 
on their intermittent service to restrict consumption, are more lax m the 
enforcement of their published rules than are the authorities of Liver- 
pool, Manchester, and Glasgow, The result is that many so-called 
waste-preventing devices are used in London, and winked at, that are 
not permitted in the other places, the effect of which, however, is to 
afford a market for the inventors of new things. 



CHAPTER II. 



GLASGOW. 

DISTRICT Ml'TKKS TRIFI) AS AN I.XPKRIMKNT RI.SULTS OF KXVKRI- 

Ml-NTSl'RI VAl.I.NL'K OK I>KKI.C TIVK KITTINOS TBSTINU 

AND Sl'AMPING Of MTl'lNOS KULK8 OOV- 

hRNINO PUJMNKRS* WORK. 

GLASGOW is favored with what is now considered an abundant 
water-supply, and this luppy condition is due to the successful effort 
of Mr. Gale, the Water Engineer, to suppress waste The practice is to 
require plumbing fittings to conform to a standard set by the Chief 
Engineer, to have the plumbing of each house examined before water is 
turned on, and periodically thereafter. 

Some years since, when Glasgow was threatened with a scarcity of 
water, increased powers and funds were allowed the C'hief Engineer to 
secure the suppression of waste, and the results are stated at length in 
Stewart's paper on " Prevention of Waste of Water." 

In certain localities, district meters were applied by way of experi- 
ment. These showed that it was possible to reduce an average consump- 
tion of 59,3 gallons (imperial) per head per twenty-four hours to 26,6 
gallons. The night rates, which hud been 45.0, were reduced to 10.8. 

These gratifying results secured the extension of this system to 
forty-one sub-districts, and we quote the following from the paper read 
by Mr. Thomas Stewart at the Institution of Civil Engineers : 

" A few of the more striking results are given here 





AT SlAHTIKd llf MttTBK^. 
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11 In seventeen districts, at the starting of the meters, the consump- 
tion per head per twenty-four hours was 60 gallons, or more ; in eleven 
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of these it was reduced by the first three inspections below 40 gallons. 
In twenty-five districts at the starting of the meters, the night rate per 
twenty-four hours exceeded 40 gallons ; it was reduced below 20 gallons 
by th'e first three inspections 

" Appendix III shows that, at the starting of the meters, the aver- 
age consumption for all purposes was 49 gallons per head per twenty- 
four hours, which was reduced to 32 gallons by the first three inspections ; 
the corresponding night rates were 37 7 and 17 5 gallons. The night 
rates, however, are exaggerated, on account of the pressure being much 
higher at night than during the day On the 6th of January, 1881, the 
consumption was 353 gallons, which shows a saving of 13 7 gallons per 
head , or, if the whole district under control be considered, the saving is 
1,114,317 gallons per twenty-four hours, equal to i 48 gallon per head 
of the whole population in the area of suj^ly If a saving of 13 7 
gallons per head was made over the whole of Glasgow and district* 
containing 754,778 persons, the total saving would be 10,340,450 
gallons per twenty-four hours 

" The operations showed, almost uniformly, that the quantity of 
water consumed increased during the nine weeks which elapsed between 
two inspections, and the most reliable observations gave an increase of 
3 4 gallons per head, on an average The total saving per head after 
the first three inspections were completed was 17 gallons, so that if the 
consumption continued to increase at the rate of 3 4 gallons in nine 
weeks, the original rate of consumption would be reached in ten 
months and a half In some of the districts the increase was at the- 
rate of only 2 gallons in nine weeks , in others it was at the rate of 
7 gallons 

" An instance of the gradual increase m the rate of consumption- 
may be referred to in sub-district IV 3, when left without inspection 
for three months and a half Before the night inspection the consump- 
tion per head per twenty-four hours was p. 70 gallons and the night 
rate 15.3 gallons Fourteen days after the inspection had been made 
the rates were 22 2 and 10 i gallons , six weeks after the inspection the 
rates were 23 3 and 9 6 gallons ; ten weeks after the inspection the rates 
were 26 5 and 12 6 gallons ; and fourteen weeks after they had increased: 
to 28 o and 14 9 gallons " 

It will be noticed that the application of district meters was not 
general in Glasgow, though the results obtained by their partial use no- 
doubt secured for the Chief Engineer the authority and means to- 
enforce a rigid house-to-house inspection, and to control the character 
of new fittings, though, as a matter of fact, more latitude is allowed in 



the trial of new taps and devices in Glasgow than in Manchester, Liver- 
pool, and some other places. As may be supposed, manufacturers and 
inventors are constantly submitting new, or alleged new, devices for the 
approval of the engineer, claiming, as a matter of course, that they are 
superior to anything heretofore in use Many are rejected on sight, others 
that hold out a prospect of success the engineer disposes of by consent- 
ing to allow them to be used in a certain house or row of houses if 
the builder requests it. A record is kept of such cases and their opera- 
tion is watched for a year. As a general thing few articles survive this 
test, even of those that are subjected to it, and the authorities find it an 
easier way of disposing of sanguine inventors than to absolutely refuse 
to try their wares. 

In 1875 Mr. Clale, the Water Engineer of Glasgow, stated that, m 
that city, as the result of many years' inspection, he found one tap 
wasting water for every eight taps examined As the average number 
of taps in a house was three, he held that every third house was wasting 
water. Following this line of reasoning, about every house m this city 
is wasting water, more or less, during the twenty-four hours, since, 
instead of three taps per house, in New York the average is not less 
than twelve. 

He very strongly urged the improvement of defective fittings, and 
after admitting the advantages of district meters and appliances for 
indicating where waste was going on, he yet held that the removal of 
imperfect fittings was the only possible solution of this difficult question, 
and " he did not anticipate any improvement in this direction until the 
authorities instituted a system of testing and stamping every fitting 
before it was allowed to be used, which had been so long successfully 
carried out in Manchester." It will be remembered thib was stated 
prior to the enforcement of the rules which secured the gratifying results 
reported in our last article. In referring thus at length to Glasgow, we 
do ao becauBe our condition now is much the same as theirs was in 
1875, and the remarks of Mr. Gale apply with special force to us to-day, 
especially when he says : " In Glasgow the water-fittings were very 
numerous, and as the great bulk of the house property had been put up 
by speculative builders, they were, as a rule, neither sufficiently strong 
nor properly finished," How absolutely true this statement is, if applied 
to this city, every plumber and dealer in plumbers' supplies knows 

The rules governing the class of fittings allowed, and the methods 
of doing the plumbing-work, were printed at length in THE SANITARY 
ENGINEER of May 35, i88a, page 538 ; * the leading features of which 

not in force in this city are the following : 

* See Appendix. 
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" A stop-cock on the supply from street-mam to house. 

" Definite rules to govern the construction of cisterns with reference 
to the manner of attaching the ball-cock 

" The location of cisterns, the location of the overflow-pipe in a 
cistern with reference to the water-line when ball-cock is closed, also- 
the terminus of the overflow-pipe 

"No fitting or appliance is allowed to be used that does not bear 
the maker's name and conform to a standard set by the chief engineer, 
and is not able to stand the tests to which it is subjected by the testing- 
officers 

" Ground key bibbs, or taps, are not allowed on pipes direct from 
the mam 

" No water-closet can be supplied direct from the mam, nor from a 
tap of any kind Every water-closet must be supplied from a special 
cistern so constructed as not to be capable of discharging more than a 
given amount of water at each flush, and so that it cannot be made to 
flow continuously, either by intention or neglect" 

The clause of the act under which the Glasgow rules are enforced 
is as follows 

"SECTION 17 All the apparatus used or to be used for conveying- 
water to the houses of the inhabitants and manufactories, or other 
premises supplied or to be supplied with water under the provisions of 
the recited act, shall be subject to the approval of the engineer to the 
commissioners ; and in case of dispute between the parties providing 
such apparatus and such engineer, such dispute shall be determined by 
the Water Committee of the Commissioners, whose decision shall be 
final " 



CHAPTER III. 



MANCHESTER. 

HISTORY OF WASTH-PREVKNIION MhASURLS METHODS OF HOUSK-TO- 

HOUSK INSPECTION DUTII'.S OF INSPECTORS METHODS 

OF TEblINO AND STAMPING FITTINGS 

IN 1851, Manchester, Eng., received for the first time an abundant 
supply of water from its new water-workb, and has since been able to 
maintain a constant service, The managers, realizing the importance 
of controlling the character of the plumbing-work and fittings, attempted, 
like the authorities of Norwich, to stop the waste, acting under the 
authority conferred by the water-works clauses act of 1847, but it was 
found inadequate and they were unsuccessful In 1858, 1860, and 1867, 
however, the corporation secured additional authority from Parliament, 
and has since effectually controlled these matters, Manchester is there- 
fore to-day a city where the testing of fittings and constant and system- 
atic inspection of plumbing is solely relied on to restrict the waste of 
water. 

We believe an average pressure of upward of forty pounds to the 
inch is maintained, and yet under the admirable management there pre- 
vailing the amount of water delivered for all purposes is only about 
twenty imperial gallons daily per capita (about twenty-four U. S, 
gallons). Thirteen of this amount is used for domestic purposes and 
seven for manufacturing, street-watering, and fires. The authorities 
also claim that they maintain a sufficient pressure to be able to put 
out fires in the highest buildings without the aid of fire-engines, It 
should be stated, however, that water-closets are not universal in 
Manchester, the tub system for the removal of excreta being relied on 
by a portion of the population. They use meters in all buildings 
except dwellings, and exempt them on sanitary grounds; where 
meters are used an ample supply for flushing water-closets is insisted 
on. The meters used are all tested, and It is claimed that the variation 
does not exceed two per cent. 
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Mr T H G. Berry, the superintendent, to whom we an* indebted 
for much information, has stated that he preferred house-to-house 
inspection, because it enabled the authorities to keep informed as to the 
use to which water, not otherwise reported, was put, anil the increased 
revenue from these discoveries amounted to about ,1,200 a year, 
which, with the fees received for stamping fittings, practically paid the 
cost of the entire inspecting and testing staff 

Plumbers are supposed to do the work in a building in accordance 
with the prescribed rules When a building is fitted up, and it is desired 
to have the water turned on, the plumber sends tn a form filled out 
describing the character and number of fittings used An inspector is 
then sent to see if they are all stamped and the work done in accord- 
ance with the regulations ; if so, he makes a report to that effect If 
not satisfactory the inspector writes to the plumber and tells him what 
is needed to secure his approval of the work, and the matter rests in the 
inspector's hands until his demands are complied with. The good faith 
of this inspector is tested by a chief or second inspector, who has the 
first inspector's reports to verify. 

The second inspector is in a different office from the first He takes 
the reports for verification from the books in that office. If the first 
inspector is satisfied that the fittings and work in a building are all right, 
he makes an agreement with the owner as to the water-rate to be paid, 
it being his business to find the owner and get the agreement signed if 
the building is to be then occupied. Quarterly rentals are charged to 
the tenant and weekly rentals to the landlord. It will be obvious that, 
from the responsibility placed on these inspectors, they must be men of 
integrity and intelligence a combination, we regret to say, not always 
found m men too often selected for such positions in this city. 

There are eight so-called first or plumbing inspectors, who make 
these agreements ; and there are two second or supervising inspectors, 
who only visit the building after the water is turned on, to see if any 
change has been made, If waste exists, and if the proper rental is being 
paid If an extra water-closet is put up or any change made, and not 
reported to the water-office, the offending plumber is brought before 
the Water Committee, and either fined or his name stricken off the list. 

Of the waste-preventing staff for house-to-house inspection there 
is one regular member, and the others are used as time from new work 
permits. 

Having explained the details of the house-to-house inspection of 
water fittings as practiced in Manchester, we will now describe the 
methods adopted in the examination, testing, and stamping of fittings. 
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As before .stated, meters are used in all buildings except dwellings 
The following is the plan adopted in the testing of the meters 

There are two tanks, one holding no gallons and the other 180 
gallons. On the front of the tank is a glass tube like a thermometer- 
glass ; the water-lint.' indicates on this tube the exact quantity m the 
tank. The meter is first tried by letting a hundred gallons run through 
as quickly as possible. The other test is to allow it to pass through in 
a period of ten hours. As the quantity passed by the meter m either 
case is known, the reliability of its record can be ascertained 

It has been stated that the receipts from fees for stamping fittings, 
together with the additional rates collected for uses to which water is 
put, discovered only by the house-to-house inspection, pay the entire 
cost of maintaining the waste preventing-staff. The following scale of 
charges may, therefore, be of interest For bibbs and stop-cocks, two- 
pence each ; ball-c ocks, threepence ; cisterns, sixpence , water-closets, 
&i\ pence. 

Three men do all the testing in Manchester, and they approve and 
stamp on an average about fifty thousand fittings in a year, which includes 
bibbs, stops, cisterns, water-closets, stop-cock valves, and any fittings 
used in the distribution of water. A portion of these stamped fittings 
are used m other towns in England, the practice being that smaller 
places that cannot afford to maintain a testing office require that fittings 
used m connection with their water-supply shall bear the Manchester, 
Liverpool, or Glasgow stamp, or that of any other city whose stamp is 
a guarantee that the article is reliable. By this means it will be seen 
that other places contribute something toward the support of the testing 
office. 

The rejection of fittings at the present time, after, of course, a 
number of years' infection, is about as follows : the four leading makers, 
about five per cent., the others about twelve per cent. Most of the re- 
jections arc due to imperfect seatings, it being understood that com- 
pression or screw-down cocks are required ; sand-holes, also, are a very 
considerable cause of rejection, The former defect is revealed by 
taking the tap apart ; the latter by the pressure test, which is 300 pounds 
to the inch. 

Ball-cocks have the size of the ball and length of the lever pre- 
scribed. They are tested by turning them upside down and placing a 
half-pound weight on the ball, and then subjected to a hydraulic pres- 
sure of 15 pounds to the inch, which is regarded as equivalent to three 
hundred pounds when the ball is floating. The lever is stamped at 
both ends to prevent a plumber from shortening it Waste-preventing 
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cisterns are carefully examined, and care is taken to see that the valves 
are so hung that they cannot both be suspended or off their seats at the 
same time 

The fittings are usually sent by the dealers m quantities to the 
testing office, as the plumbers will not buy them unless stamped, except 
in the case of an odd fitting required for special work, which the 
plumber, to save time, sends direct. 

Taps are first weighed singly If of requisite weight, they are then 
taken to pieces, and a gauge is used to ascertain that the seat allows a 
good bearing for the washer. It is also examined to see that the thread 
is sufficiently long so that the stem will fit well in the cap and not 
wobble Any deficiency in either of these particulars secures the re- 
jection of the tap The stamping of the maker's name on the tap is 
not insisted on, and with well-recognized makers every tap is not taken 
apart 

Doubtless the attempt to enforce similar rules in this city would 
provoke strong remonstrances from dealers and plumbers, who might 
at times feel annoyed at the restrictions The former, especially, would 
have to find other markets for inferior goods and undoubtedly would 
make the strongest opposition In this connection, therefore, it may be 
well to recall the statement of a leading plumber in Manchester, who, 
when asked his opinion of the rules and their working, replied that 
through oversight of his workman, and failure to report changes made, 
he had several times been fined ; that at first he had felt much annoyed 
at being obliged to wait to get special fittings stamped, yet, a^ter his. 
years of experience, he was bound to admit that his punishment had 
been deserved, was just and proper, and that were he a water-works* 
engineer, intrusted with the duty of serving the public by preventing 
the waste of their water, he should do just as the authorities of Man- 
chester did 



CHAPTER IV. 



LIVERPOOL. 

CIIANCJE FROM INTERMITTENT TO CONSTANT SUPPLY METHOD OP 

ARCFRTAININO LOCALITY OF WASTE HY USE OF DISTRICT 

MKTFRS MhTKOD OF HOUSE INSPECTION. 

WE have seen that m Manchester the testing of fittings and sys- 
tematic house-to-house inspection is relied on to prevent the waste of 
water. Liverpool, however, is a city where remarkable results have been 
obtained by the use of district meters in addition to the measures em- 
ployed in Manchester. A full description of the district meter system 
as applied and carried out in Liverpool we gave in a series of letters on 
pages 494, 553, and 586 of Vol. IV.* 

In the present article, therefore, we shall simply recall the leading 
facts. 

Prior to 1873 Liverpool had an intermittent water-supply, the daily 
consumption being about twenty-nine imperial gallons per capita (nearly 
35 U, S. gallons). When constant service was given the amount delivered 
ran up to thirty-eight gallons. The then limited amount of water acces- 
sible demanded either that constant service should be abandoned and 
the miserable intermittent supply reverted to, or that the waste should 
be stopped. In this emergency Mr. O. F. Deacon, the Chief Engineer, 
devised a meter to be placed on the street-mains in the various districts 
of the city, the main purpose being to Indicate whether waste was 
occurring or not, and if BO, whether in buildings or in the mains. 

It will be understood, then, that the district meters were relied on 
to indicate where waste was occurring, and only such places were exam- 
ined ; in other words, the citizens of Liverpool are not subjected to 
house-to-house inspection, & building not being visited unless the inspec- 
tors, by the outside means referred to, ascertain that waste is going on 
within. 

Plumbing-work, however, has to be done in accordance with pre- 
scribed rules, and the standards adopted for the various kinds of plumb- 

* BM Abstract tn Appendix. 
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mg fittings, together with the system of examination and testing, is nol 
surpassed anywhere 

This is a brief outline of the situation in Liverpool, but those 01 
our readers interested will find a very full description by the writei 
in the fourth volume of THE SANITARY ENGINEER The following 
extract, however, gives an idea of the method of utilizing the district 
meters 

" The Liverpool plan divides the city into districts In each dis 
tnct a water-meter is placed in connection with the main The mete 
is put under the sidewalk, or in the street, as near the mam as possible 
and its connection with the mam and the arrangement of the pipe, 
supplying the district are such that all the water used in the distric 
must pass through the meter 

"By examining the meters for several successive days the district 
in which the greatest waste occurs are ascertained, and the inspector 
are able to concentrate their energies on these The presence of wast 
is indicated by the peculiar character of the lines on the diagrams take 
from the drums of the meters When waste alone is taking place, a 
from 2 A M to 5 A M , when, of course, ordinary consumption is nc 
taking place, the flow of water is uniform, and this condition i 
indicated on the diagrams by a comparatively regular horizontal hn< 
whereas, when water is being drawn off for use, the rate of flo 
must evidently be variable, and this is indicated by irregular vertici 
lines 

"There are four gangs of inspectors, each consisting of one chi< 
inspector and one or two assistants From diagrams brought to tr 
office each morning by the meter man whose duty it is to bring them i: 
four of the worst districts are selected, and a gang appointed for eac 
As there are 212 districts in Liverpool, if the inspections were reguli 
it would require about fifty days to get around Diagrams are, ho\ 
ever, brought m each morning from only forty or fifty districts, ar 
from these the selection is made The average population of a distri 
is about 3,500, but smaller districts are preferable 

" The inspection of the districts selected is made at night, and tl 
details of the inspection are as follows After n p M a night inspect 
visits the most wasteful districts He has no access to the meter, whu 
is locked At each outside stop-cock, one of which is placed under tl 
footway at each house or block of premises, he uses a wooden rod 
his stop-cock bar as a stethoscope Probably- at one out of every eig 
or ten stop-cocks he hears the sound of running water In each su 
case he closes the stop-cock and enters in his note-book the name 
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the street, the number of the premises, and the time, and makes a ' 
chalk-mark on the footway across the stop-cork. Having completed the 
district, he retraces his steps and reopens the stop-cocks marked with 
chalk. He then returns to the night office, writes out his notes in 
copying-ink on the left-hand sheet of a book, and between 6 and 8 A M. 
his work for the twenty-four hours is finished. At 9 on the same mom* 
ing a press copy is taken from the night inspector's it'poit. 

"The diagrams brought in by the meter man in the morning indi- 
cate to within a few minutes the time the inspectors began and finished 
the work during the night, the time of closing each stop-cock, and the 
quantity and kind of the gross and detail waste indicated on the night 
inspector's, report. The night inspection is followed by the day inspec- 
tion, for which there are also four gangs., who take with them tools to 
do slight repairs without coat to the tenants. Hurst mains, defective 
valves, hydrants, stand-pipes, etc., are repaired by gangs of pipelaycrs. 
In the case of burst or damaged pipes or fittings in houses too serious to 
be repaired by the day inspectors, notices are issued to repair them in a 
given time at the cost of the tenant or landlord, subject to the regula- 
lions of the water authorities. The day inspector's report is made out 
on the same book as the night inspector's. 

"To insure that these notices are observed two re-examiners are 
intrusted with the duty of going through the districts which have been 
inspected, and ascertaining whether the repairs have been properly 
made. They also examine any new or altered fittings. Some districts 
may run for u year without inspection, while in others an inspection 
may be required every month, but no district is allowed to go more 
than a month or six weeks without the taking of a meter diagram." 

An important feature in the Liverpool system is the Inspection of 
fittings. The permanent testing office force consists of seven men one 
superintendent, four assistants, and two laborers. The charges for test- 
ing are : for bibba or taps, twopence each ; ball-cocks, threepence ; water- 
closet cisterns, sixpence. Every tap is taken apart, no matter who 
makes it, its seat is examined, also the character of the washer, to see 
that a good bearing is obtained, also the threads on the caps and 
spindlesindeed, in all respects it is required to conform to the sample - 

tap that the manufacturer had deposited in the office as his standard, . 

which tap had originally received the approval of the engineer. When 
new fittings are submitted for approval which deviate from the recog- 
nized articles, the custom is to have them put in use somewhere and 
tried for a year, the authorities taking the ground that experiments to ' 

demonstrate the value and utility of an article should be made without : 
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nsk to them or to the house-owner, and though sometimes a meritorious 
thing is held back a year, yet by this plan a number of unreliable articles 
are excluded from use, and wrangles with manufacturers and inventors 
are avoided In 1880 the number of fittings that " passed through the 
testing and stamping department was 83,613, of which the testing offi- 
cers stamped 71,969, the remaining 11,644 being rejected in conse- 
quence of defects revealed by the tests applied " 

Each approved fitting has two stamps, one that is readily visible and 
one a private mark The latter was made necessary because dealers 
were caught counterfeiting the stamp In the testing of ball-cocks, 
they are required to close against a pressure of 130 pounds to the inch, 
with the ball not oyer five-eighths submerged , they are also placed 
upside down, held shut, and subjected to 300 pounds pressure, to ascer- 
tain if the casting is perfect To save the time of immersing each ball, 
the resistance in weight is estimated and the submerging test is dis- 
pensed with 

They have a scale of weight of the water displaced by the ball 
when immersed five- eighths in depth, a copy of which we were permit- 
ted to take by Mr Davis, the superintendent, which is as follows 



Diameter of Ball 


Weight of Displaced Water 


4)4 inches 


1 8 96 ounces 


5 


25 89 


C 1^ 

o/* 


3479 


sti 


3940 


6 


4476 


7 


71 08 


7f6 


83 13 


s# 


US 78 



To ascertain the necessary weight to put on the ball when it is 
turned upside down to resist the pressure of 130 pounds, they subtract 
twice the ascertained weight of the lever and ball from the figures in 
ounces given on the scale 

Considerable pains are taken in the examination of water-closet 
cisterns, and in this respect the standard required in Liverpool is higher 
than anywhere else we know of A specification was prepared, giving 
the most minute details for the information of manufacturers, and this 
, must be stnctly conformed to, it being held, and very properly, too, that 
if not accurately made, these appliances are waste-preventers in name 
only, and on this account we have taken the ground that unless the 



waste-preventing cisterns contemplated to come within the minimum 
tax fixed by the Department of Public Works are carefully examined 
and tested, they will fail to .secure the results aimed at , indeed, for that 
matter, without careful inspection and good management the whole 
movement, which is susceptible of doing a great good, will prove disap- 
pointing * 

The various patent so-called waste-preventing valves are not al- 
lowed. Prior to 1873 single cisterns were used, with one valve, and so 
arranged that the ball-cock was held up when the valve was lifted 
These were so poorly made that they proved unreliable, and they were 
first opposed because they were provided with a ground-key ball-cock, 
it not being considered practicable to adjust levers with a ball-cock that 
came to a dead stop, and as the ground-key ball-cocks were constantly 
leaking, this fact influenced the prohibition of the single cistern 

In each waste-preventing or double-valve cistern there must be 
three-sixteenths of an inch play after the valve is closed before it can 
be approved, and this is carefully looked after by the testing officer 
The rules prescribe that the measuring compartment shall hold two gal- 
lons, which is ample for the hopper forms of water-closets, but where 
special kinds of water-closets are used that need a little more, special 
tanks are sanctioned so long as they are so constructed that there is a 
limit to the amount that can be drawn at one lifting of the valve The 
main point sought after is to prevent a constant running of the water 
should any one fasten the handle up, a practice often resorted to by 
persons who have defective plumbing, and imagine that a trickling of 
water will "keep down the sewer-gas." 

It should be remembered that in Liverpool, as elsewhere, much 
opposition at first prevailed, but the Water Committee, which had the 
respect and esteem of the community, loyally stood by their engineers 
and gave the support that a public official everywhere needs when re- 
quired to enforce what are at the moment unpopular measures, and no- 
where IB that aupport more needed than in a city like New York. 

It is but justice to state that much of the credit of the success 
achieved in Liverpool was due to a Mr. Wilson, since deceased, who was 
indefatigable In his efforts to facilitate the methods of inspection, and 
to secure the adoption of the details essential to the proper enforcement 
of the necessary measures. . 

As in the other cities we have described, no fittings, or class of fit, 
tlnn, are selected that any firm has a monopoly of makmg-though it 
often happens that patents are procured on some detail, it is never on 
' * S* propowd wter.clo.et tax, New York Department Public Worn, A ppuJfe 



any essential feature requited by the authorities, consequently the widest 
latitude is given to the purchaser, he being simply required to use arti- 
cles that are well made, water-tight, and capable of fulfilling the re- 
quirements of such devices. Whenever, therefore, the authorities in 
this country attempt to prescribe the character of fittings, they will find 
the domain covered by no patents sufficiently wide to secure \\hat the 
public need, and what any manufacturer can make if he chooses to, at 
least so far as plumbing fittings are concerned. 

In 1881 we learned from Mr Parry, the efficient engineer then in 
charge of the distribution of water, that 122,673 houses were supplied with 
water by the corporation , the population was 7 25,000, being an average 
of 5 91 persons to each house The average rate of consumption for all 
purposes was 23 imperial gallons per head daily, which included five 
gallons per head for trade purposes measured by meter, about three 
gallons for sanitary purposes and miscellaneous trade uses, charged for 
by assessment, leaving about fifteen gallons per head daily for domestic 
purposes, stores, hotels, public buildings, and all waste. Water-i losets 
are general in Liverpool, and each one is required to be so fitted that it 
can be flushed with two gallons in a few seconds , private baths are 
common, and of late years it has been the practice to put them in all 
new houses renting for more than $90 per year. There is a considera- 
ble demand for shipping, and public fountains are numerous. In order 
to sum up the results secured by the adoption of efficient measures to 
restrict waste we cannot do better than quote from Mr. Thomas Hawki,- 
ley's address as President of the National Association for the Promo- 
tion of Social Science, delivered at Liverpool, in October, 1876 : 

"Under the able management of Mr. Deacon (Borough Kngineer) 
the supply has been changed with great advantage from a restric ted in- 
termittent to an unrestricted constant system, and as a consequence 
of the admirable method he has devised and adopted for the discovery, 
suppression, and prevention of waste, the municipality has emerged, as 
respects the quantity of water at its disposal, from a state of actual 
poverty poverty in the midst of plenty to a condition of redundant 
wealth It has enough and to spare." 

" To provide a town with water of a suitable quality is now a mat- 
ter of great difficulty and much expense. Competent and available 
sources are becoming fewer and fewer, and must in general be sought 
at distances always becoming more remote. Moreover, the value of 
land, labor, and materials is almost day by day advancing, and so rapidly 
and steadily, that the present cost of a reservoir is, as I know by re- 
peated experiences, double what it was less than thirty years ago." 

In view of these facts so forcibly stated, is it not stupid to clamor 
that water should be free as air," and should it not be considered a 
crime to waste and deprive others of what they are entitled to ? 



CHAPTER V. 



PROVIDENCE AND CINCINNATI. 

Rl-VltW OK MKASURFS TO I'Rl-.VKNT WATER WASTE IN TH1-, UNITED 
STA1I-.S PRIOR TO 1882 1'ROVIHKNCK, R. I., RESUI/i'B FOL- 
LOWING THE OENI-RAL USh OF METKRS CINCIN- 
NATI, METHODS OF HOUSh INSPECTION 
WITH THK All) OF WATliR- 
1'HONK RKSULTR 
OH'IAINED. 

HAVING in preceding chapters pointed out what has been accom- 
plished in the way of preventing waste of water by the adoption and 
enforcement of efficient measures in Great Britain, we will now briefly 
review the situation in this country. In looking over the field, we are 
bound to admit that, with the exception of two cities, hardly a begin- 
ning has been made, though considerable has been said on the subject 
in print, and a scarcity of supply has forced the consideration of the 
matter on engineers. 

Providence shows the best record of any city in this country so far 
as the amount of water consumed goes ; though it is true the introduc- 
tion of public water is of comparatively recent date (1870), and from the 
commencement meters have been in general use. The amount used in 
1883 was 40 gallons per head, or 379 gallons per tap daily, while in 
Milwaukee, a city of about ten thousand more population, with no special 
regulations to restrict waste, the consumption amounted to ia8 gallons 
per head, or 1,476 gallons per tap daily, Milwaukee having 350 meters, 
while Providence had Si? 3 *-* Such a showing indicates what it is pos- 
sible to secure by good management. 

The table on page a6, for which we are indebted to Mr. Samuel A. 
Gray, City Engineer, waa prepared in response to certain inquiries made 
by us, and will be found of special interest. It certainly makes a good 
showing for the meter system. 

We believe that the scale of water-rates is so arranged that most 
consumers elect to have metera, They find that with care their tax la 

* From ~'^tatett 7 c7r7Wii ~of~Aintriew "Watt* Works," byj. J. , Cros t C. S. 
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less than if they pay for each fitting in a building in accordance with the 
published schedule. 

Cincinnati is another place that has accomplished something m 
reducing the amount of waste, and that seems to be mainly due to the 
efforts of the authorities, aided by the use of the Bell waterphone, to 
discover where abuses existed and waste was occurring. 

During the recent flood m that city, it will be remembeied, the 
pumping-engmes were stopped by the high water, and a very possible 
calamity averted as the direct results of their waste-prevention efforts. 
It seems that when the pumps stopped there were about one hundred 
million gallons in the reservoir, and when pumping was resumed there 
were forty millions left, and the engines were stopped five days 
Had nothing been done to check waste, it will be seen that even this 
very slender reserve could not have been had, for taking the ordinary 
increase on the basis of former years' consumption, the original one 
hundred millions would have been exhausted before the engines were 
started. After this experience, we imagine the people of Cincinnati will 
more thoroughly appreciate the value of vigorous waste-prevention 
measures. 

In this connection the following data and description of the methods 
employed may be of interest. 

They began the waste inspection with the aid of waterphones the 
last of November, 1881, although it was not systematically done until 
July, i88a. The population at that time was eatimated at 264,000 ; it 
IB now estimated at 380,000. 

The daily consumption for November, 1881, was 19,706,903 
gallons, that being the average for the month. The daily average for 
January, 1883, was 16,364,000 gallons. 

There are employed six men specially on waste inspection and 
three others at irregular intervals. The annual cost IB $5,500. 

The method of operation is as follows : 

The inspector, with assistant, is furnished a record book, contain- 
ing the number of house, service-stop and location of same, and blank 
columns for record of inspection, a hydrant-key, lantern, and water- 
phone. He begins work at 1 1 o'clock each night and stops at 4:30 A. M. 
He reports at office at 8 o'clock the results of night inspection, and 
then views, or rather inspects, the various premises where running water 
was detected the previous night. His record of the night work shows 
him the character of the flow viz. : 

First Whether it is a large flow or abuse, or a small one or 
leak. 



Second Whether it is in street or outside of stop, or inside of 
premises 

He first examines for abuses, then visible leaks, after which he tests 
for underground leaks, and then makes a record accordantly, opposite 
the premises If there is an abuse he leaves a notice to that effect ; if 
a leak he gives a leak notice. 

We are indebted to the officials for the following data, which shows 
the comparative consumption of water (daily average) since 1879 : 



1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 



IANUAKV, 



18,406,655 
16,364,000 



I'l ItHl'AKV 

dftllniiH. 

15,108,733 

loisiS.Vso 
17,751,835 
15,320,687 



The authorities do not presume to regulate, inspect, or interfere 
with the plumbing inside of houses, further than to require defective 
fittings repaired or replaced Plumbers are licensed and required to 
use the regulation service-pipes, sidewalk stop and box ; otherwise no- 
discnmination is made, except as to hopper-closets, which are charged 
double the usual rates. 

If a fitting is found a second time out of order, or, in the judgment 
of the inspector, it cannot be repaired, it is condemned. 

The following was the consumption of water for 1882 : 



Total pumpage 

Deduct injection-water for low-pressure engines ' 
Deduct differences in coils of reservoir 

Total actual consumption of water ... 



1881. 



Gallon*. 

8,683,788,330 

100,994,190 

35,140,000 



8,397,654.300 



1883, 



Gallon*. 
33,J34,7oo 

99,315,440- 
6,350,000 



7,136,569,260 



DAIIA Avi RAWS 



January 
February . . 
March ... . 
April. .. 
May. . 
Tune . . . 
July.. . 
August 
September . 
October. . . . 
November. . . 
December. . 



1881. 


1882 


linlloni. 


Callous 


18,406,655 


17,287,479 


19.515.450 


17,551,835 


18,892,087 


I7.493.95t 


19,383,414 


19,801,381 


33,534,065 


19,804,432 


33,484-225 


20,685,542 


38,507,603 


21,255,538 


31,665,708 


32,246,513 


38,871,689 


22,004,314 


35,803,557 


31,374, 545 


19,706,973 


18,005,442 


18,056,895 


16,809,083 


33,007,373 


19,524,848 



CONSUMPTION PER CAPITA 






1879. 

36.5 
5-0 
3.0 
o.7 

3 

30,8 
68,0 


1880. 

37.0 
6-7 
4-Q 
0.8 

3-7 

33-9 
75-0 


1881. 

37 7 
6,0 
4,0 
0.6 

5 '1 
45-6 

87.0 


1882 


28.0 
8.5 
5 o 
0.7 

3-3 

34.3 
69.7 
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Classification of abuses and leaks discovered and corrected for the 
year 1882 

Willful cases, abuses In water-closets . . 170 

Willful cases, abuses in hydrants 3ix 

Willful cases, abuses In urinals. 19 

400 

Leaks in water-closets. ... . . 389 

Leaks in faucets. . 77* 

Leaks in hydrants . . . 1.107 

Leaks in hose-plugs. . .. . .... 1 19 

Leaks in lead pipes . . . 386 

3,673 

Underground leaks in lead pipes. . . .... 390 

Underground leaks in stops. ... ... 86 

Underground leaks in hydrant-stocks . . , 1,035 

1,430 

Miscellaneous leaks ... , . . . .... 314 

Total abuses and leaks . . . 4,806 

[Several other cities have a large proportion of their connections- 
metered. In Worcester, Mass, 80 per cent., in Fall River, Mass,, 66 
per cent, and in Pawtucket, R I., 60 per cent, of the services are sup- 
plied through meters. In Taunton, Mass., 35 per cent, and in Yonkers, 
N Y , 58 per cent of the services are metered, with very good results.* 
May, 1885 J 



* See " Statistical Tables of American Water- Works," by /. /. R, Crves, C. 



CHAPTER VI. 



NEW YORK. 

MEASURE ADOPTER BY THB DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS PRIOR 

TO l88a. 

THF following letter from the Commissioner of Public Works 
of New York City explains what the Department has been doing in the 
matter of restricting waste : 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, - ) 

COMMISSION ER'S OFFICE, No. 31 CHAMHERS STREET, v 

NEW YORK, February ax, 1883. ) 

To the JSt/itorofTnz SANITARY ENGINEER : 

SIR : In answer to your inquiries in reference to the subject of 
waste water in this city, I beg to say : 

The first practical steps against waste of water were taken in 1876, 
by establishing a system of house inspection to detect and prevent leaks 
in plumbing and willful waste in letting water run from faucets un- 
necessarily. 

The next step was the abrogation, in 1877, of the contract or license 
system of supplying water to snipping and for building purposes, by 
which immense quantities of water were wasted along the water-front 
and in the erection of buildings. This service is now under the imme- 
diate supervision of competent inspectors, and the greater portion of the 
water supplied to shipping is measured by meters. 

The last and most effective measure against waste is the use of 
water-meters. On January x, 1877, there were only a6o water-meters 
in use in the city. In 1877 and 1878 the number was increased to 933; 
in 1879 to 1,398 ; in 1880 to 4,ooa ; in 1881 to 5,993 ; and at this date 
there are 6,924 meters in use. 

The expenditures of the various measures for the suppression of 
waste are paid from the appropriation for " Repairs and Renewals of 
Pipes, Stop-cocks, etc./' which is the appropriation for the repairs and 
maintenance of the entire distributing system, comprising 531 miles of 
water-pipes, with 5,6x3 stop-cocka, and 6,944 fire-hydrants. 
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The Department estimate for this appropriation for the year 1883 
was as follows 

Four repair companies, each consisting of one foreman, two 

carts, and twenty-one mechanics and laborers . $82,000 

One gang of mechanics and laborers, employed in pluuntf 
taps m water-pipes, and cutting off taps for non-pay- 
ment of water-rents, waste of water, etc ... . 24,000 

For new ta-inch and 6-inch pipes, stop-cocks, hyclmntM, 
fixtures, materials, and supplies for renewals unit 
repairs . ... . . 122,000 

For services of engineerh, meter inspectors, inspectors of 
waste, superintendent, and inspectois on water sup- 
ply to shipping, clerks on water-meter accounts, etc 72,000 

Total .. . $300,000 

The Board of Estimate and Apportionment in the final estimate 
appropriated only $170,000 

It is evident that with the constant and rapid jjrowth of the city, 
the increased demands on the water service, the addition of from fifteen 
to twenty miles of pipe each year to the distributing system, and the 
wear of the older pipes and stop-cocks, the expense of repairs and 
maintenance must increase from year to year, and the necessity for 
further suppression of waste, in order to meet the new demands on the 
water supply, grows in the same proportion 

For years past the appropriations have been inadequate to afford 
means for the renewal of the old pipes and stop-cocks along the water- 
fronts, which are so reduced by corrosion from contact with salt water 
that they are unsafe 

The measures for the suppression of waste began with the places 
and establishments where the consumption and waste of water were 
greatest the docks, gas-works, breweries, malt-houses, railroads, hotels, 
factories, large stables, etc As the work is extended to the smaller 
and more numerous business places, it becomes more laboiious in pro- 
portion to the results which can and which must be attained to keep up 
an efficient supply 

It will be impossible, with the amount appropriated by the Hoard of 
Estimate and Apportionment, to perform the various work and duties 
referred to, to the extent and with that degree of promptitude and 
efficiency which the situation calls for. 

In carrying out the various measures for the suppression of waste 
of water the department now employs 
On water meters : 

One general inspector to examine places after they are metered, 

Twelve inspectors to read meters and keep' them in order. 

One inspector to test meters in pipe-yard. 

Three clerks on meter accounts. 
On waste of water : 

One general inspector. 

Eighteen inspectors to examine plumbing in buildings. 

Four inspectors to examine house-drams in sewers at night. 
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One inspector to examine new buildings 

One inspector to visit houses where water is found wasting through 
drains at night. 

On supply of water to shipping , etc,': 
One superintendent 
One clerk keeping accounts. 
Seven inspectors along the water-front and at new buildings 

Very respectfully, 

HUBERT O THOMPSON, 

Commissioner of Public Works 

The foregoing omits to state one method adopted to check waste, 
which, after all, is the principal one, aside from the use of the 6,924 
meters, that has secured any practical results that is, the throttling of 
the distributing-pipe or partial closing of the gates from the Central 
Park reservoir. The engineers, some time since, realized that unless 
they kept the pressure down in the mains, except in case of a fire, the 
water would be drawn out of the reservoir faster than it could be deliv- 
ered to it in other words, 95,000,000 gallons was all that could run into 
it in twenty-four hours It was therefore necessary to so throttle the 
distributing-pipes as to limit the quantity withdrawn to that amount, or 
else the city would be without any reserve whatever, a contingency not 
pleasant to contemplate, with the possibility of breaks in the aqueduct. 
It may be asked, Why throttle the pipes and not give us what pressure 
there is ? We would reply that, with the present worn-out plumbing and 
leaking fittings all over this city, and defective pipes under the streets, 
the leakage would increase as the pressure was increased, and, m our 
opinion, if a pressure of forty pounds per square inch were maintained 
throughout the greater part of the city, assuming such a thing possible, 
the amount of water consumed would be at least 125,000,000 gallons 
per day, initead of 95,000,000 as it is now. It is, therefore, evident that 
we muat doaa wan done in Norwich, Liverpool, and other English cities, 
and that is, stop the leaks in the houaes and underground, and keep 
them stopped, or any additional pressure, when we do get it, will simply 
increase the waste, and apmuch of it as soaks in the ground will moisten 
the soil about our habitations and increase the mortality from lung 

diseases. 

[There is reason to believe that considerable work has been accom- 
plished within the past two years. The number of meters has largely 
increased, there being over 11,000 now in use, or about la per cent, of 
the total number of house-connections, May, 1885.] 



CHAPTER VII. 



GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 

IN the preceding chapters we have endeavored to show what, in the- 
absence of stringent regulations, is inevitable in any community that 
has a public water supply namely, that habits of wastefulness are 
formed, grow, and become difficult to control ; that sooner or later, as 
a direct consequence, scarcity prevails and demands exceed anticipation 
Hitherto these demands have been met by taking possession of availa- 
ble sources of supply or increasing pumping facilities Such sources, 
however, are rapidly becoming scarce, and the pumping is found to be 
expensive , indeed, our conditions are rapidly assuming the proportions 
found in Great Britain, and, like Great Britain, we must grapple with 
this problem of waste and its prevention. 

The experience obtained there we have briefly outlined in the fore- 
going chapters, and, so far as we are acquainted with the facts, we have 
given our American cities credit for what they have done in that direc- 
tion, though we regret so little is to be recorded. It now remains to 
enumerate the methods that might be made available m the city of New 
York provided the needed money and powers be granted and to- 
suggest the various conditions involved that seem to require considera- 
tion. 

First The placing of a meter in every house, assuming no control 
over plumbing, but relying on consumers' desire to economize in water- 
tax, to secure a stoppage of waste, to cause the reconstruction of defec- 
tive plumbing and the removal of wasteful fixtures. 

This plan suggests the following points for consideration : 

Will the knowledge that water is to be paid for by measurement 
have the effect of preventing any considerable number of our people 
from bathing and frbm using sufficient to properly flush water-closets- 
and unnals, thus producing insanitary conditions ? 

Can this be obviated by allowing an ample amount per capita for 
legitimate use, for which a specified tax is to be made, said tax to be 
paid whether this water is used or not, but whatever may be used ia 
addition thereto to be paid for by measurement ? 
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Since large numbers of consumers are tenants, moving every year, 
are they likely to find it cheaper to retain leaking fittings, wasteful fix- 
tures, and pipes exposed to frost, paying the water-rates required, rather 
than go to the expense of reconstructing the plumbing in a house 
owned by another in which they have but a temporary interest ? 

Would a consideration of the foregoing indicate that the use of 
meters would make the supervision of plumbing in buildings superfluous ? 

What measures should be adopted to ascertain when waste was 
taking place underground ? 

What would be the probable expense of placing meters in the 
95,000 houses in New York that is, cost of meters and expense of 
setting them and what time would be required to do it ? 

What would be a fair amount to charge for interest on the outlay, 
cost of repairs and maintenance, and what amount per year vShoukl be 
allowed for wear and tear ? 

What amount would be required for the clerical staff to keep the 
accounts and render quarterly bills, which would seem necessary if the 
bills are to be relied on to enforce care in the use of water ? 

What number of inspectors would be required to take the readings 
of the meters ? 

Should the city pay for meters, if it is decided that they be used, or 
should the Providence plan be resorted to namely, revise the water- 
rates so that a charge be made for every tap and fixture, unless the 
house-owner elects to accept and pay for a meter, it being understood 
that a specified tax shall be paid whether water ta used or not, but only 
the excess of this specified amount to bo charged for by measurement ? 

Secendlt the general use of meters in this city is objected to, and 
systems of inspection are to be relied on, are the inspections to be made 
only where waste is indicated, by the adoption of some agency like 
the Deacon meter, Bell's waterphone, Church's indicator, or any other 
device, to Indicate the flow of liquids ? 

Are examinations of premises to be restricted to those in which 
some outside agency indicates waste is occurring ? 
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Would the interest on the cost of adopting and maintaining some 
outside agency to determine where waste, either underground or in ti 
building, was prevailing, be more than offset by the facility of reaching 
leaks, the probable employment of a smaller force of inspector, the 
being able to have a check on their operations, and the exemption of 
householders whose fittings are in good order from periodical visits and 
the annoyance attendant thereon * 

If fittings were required to conform to a standard, to be examined 
and stamped (fees to be charged therefor), would not the occupants of 
the houses, or those who buy them, be saved the expense of frequent 
repairs, early renewals, and would waste in any measure be prevented ? 

Is it possible In a large city, with a large moving population, occu- 
pying buildings erected or owned by others, to secure the proper loca- 
tion of pipes and the use of proper fittings in the absence of rules 
rigidly and constantly enforced ? 

With the conditions existing in New York, what outdoor agency to 
indicate when waste was taking place, either in or outside buildings, 
could be adopted with the best advantage, taking into account cost and 
results to be obtained ? 

Third -If the former two plans are deemed impracticable, is there 
any that can be adopted that will secure any reasonable results other than 
the Manchester system, which requires the testing and stamping of fit- 
tings, that plumbing-work be done in accordance with prescribed rules, 
and that all wasting or wasteful fittings be replaced by approved and 
proper ones, and that all buildings and all parts of buildings where 
^ater flows shall be frequently inspected ? And must the annoyance to 
louse-owners therein involved be imposed ? 

Would any system secure adequate results that did not involve the 
testing and stamping of fittings, supervision and control of plumbing, 
inspection of buildings, repair or removal of defective and wasteful fix- 
tures * 

Which of the plans described would involve the constant employ- 
ment of the smallest permanent staff in proportion to the results 
obtainable ? 

We have here indicated some of the questions to be considered by 
those who may be required to adopt and sanction a plan for cities like 
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New York that require consideration. It will be evident that, no matter 
which method is adopted, ,i considerable expenditure of money is inevit- 
able, and that with one scheme the first outlay may be larger and the cost 
of maintenance more, while another, though probably more annoying to 
householders, involves a smaller investment and a less cost of mainte- 
nance, though to obtain adequate results, it requires a better system of 
admistration and a better class of men than have hitherto been selected 
for such duties 

It is t lear that something must be done, and the longer it is put off 
the more complicated becomes the problem and the greater the final 
expense 

A demand from the Commissioner of Public Woiks for the needed 
money to carry out any effective plan will, in the present condition of 
public sentiment, meet with opposition and suspicion.* 

Without discussing the causes that produce this feeling, we are of 
the opinion that the best thing to bo done under the circumstances is to 
have the Mayor appoint a commission of three gentlemen, who have the 
confidence of the public and the profession, one oi whom, at least, shall 
be a civil engineer of experience in the matter of water supply and dis- 
tribution, and who is not directly or indirectly interested or identified 
with any system or plan. These gentlemen should take testimony and 
investigate the subject thoroughly, and, as soon as practicable, recom- 
mend a plan They should also submit a bill for enactment, if any 
additional legislation seems to them necessary. 

If this is done, and any reasonable plan honestly and efficiently 
carried out and enforced, this city will be relieved from severe burdens 
and very possible calamities , and if the information we have gathered 
and reumled will m the slightest degree contribute anything toward the 
accomplishment of so desirable a result, we shall feel amply repaid for 
the labor involved in the preparation of these articles. 

* This renmrk, written in 1083, IH equally true at this time, uml has been abun- 
dantly proven by the comments of the daily presn and the action of the Legislature on 
the requcxt made a few dayn ago by the preuent Commiiwloner. May, 1885. 
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WATKR-WASTK PREVENTION IN BOSTON. 

FOLLOWING the puhlicatum of the foregoing articles a new water 
board was appointed in Hoston, which, having the records and reports 
of the t ity engineers for several years prior to stimulate its action, and 
the evidence to demonstrate what had been done elsewhere, secured 
from the City Council power and fund*., which it has utilized in a very 
satisfactory manner, as is shown by the report of its first year's opera- 
tions, which was published in THK SANITARY ENGINEKR, of November 
13. 1884. 



CHECK INC; WASTE OF WATER IN BOSTON.* 

THK present board early realized that the prevention of waste was 
one of the most important and difficult problems with which all large 
water-consuming communities are obliged to contend. It is conceded 
by all experienced observers that at least 40 per cent, of the water 
supplied to large towns and cities is willfully wasted, The majority of 
people seem to be possessed of the idea that water should be supplied 
as free as air, and hence all idea of economy in its use seems to be ban- 
ished. Restrictive measures have seldom been applied in our country, 
and the result is that everybody has become extravagant and wasteful. 

We stated in our report of September last that the enormous wast- 
age constantly taking place had been brought to the attention of the 
City Council every year since 1852, but that practically nothing had 
been done to remedy it, The Joint Standing Committee on Water, in 
its report of April 30, 1883, urged that immediate measures should be 
taken to stop this waste and reduce consumption. We believed that 
the consumption should be reduced from 95 to at least 60 gallons per 

* From the eighth annual report of the Boston Water Board for the year ending 
April 30, 1884, but including the operatloni for checking: waste up to September t, 
1884, 
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capita, and that if this could be done a very large amount of money 
would be saved to the taxpayers of the city We accordingly organized 
early in July, 1883, the Division of Inspection and Waste. The work 
accomplished by this division last year was of very great importance to 
the city ; indeed, without it we should have been compelled to cut off 
the supply during a part of the severe drought of last year from a consid- 
erable number of our citizens The tabulated results of the labor of this 
division appear in our reports of September and December last, and in the 
appended report of Superintendent Cashman. This report confirms the 
correctness of the judgment and policy of the board, and shows that 
continuous systematic inspection is an essential element in the preven- 
tion of the wanton waste now so prevalent in all large communities. 
Under this inspection the premises and fixtures of every water-taker 
have been visited several times during the year, the leakages slopped, 
the defective pipes and apparatus repaired, and the people taught to 
respect and obey the city ordinances with reference to the prevention 
of waste 

During a part of the present year, since the date of Mr Cashman 's 
report, the Deacon system of waste-detection has been in operation in 
conjunction with the house-to-house inspection, and up to the pres- 
ent writing, September i, the results have been very satisfactory. 
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The tables show the daily aggregate and per capita consumption 
in the Cochituate and Mystic departments for the first eight months of 
1884 in companion with the corresponding months of 1883, this period 
being covered by the present system of inspection , and also a statement 
of the average daily consumption for several months prior to the begin- 
ning of the work of inspection. 

The tttblcn nhow the dally average conuumption in the Cochituate 
supply from January i, 1883, to September, 1883, to have 
been 33,954,773 gl. 

And for the corrwpondlnK period of the present year, 
under the Inspection system 35,293,150 jj 

A net dally average reduction of 8,661,625 " 

or about aft per cent, saving. 

In the Mystic Department, for the same period In 
1883, the average dally coniumptlon was. . . . 7,394,175 

And for the corresponding period In 1884, 6,399,362 



A net daily average reduction of 13 per 
cent., or 



934,913 



Making a total avenge dally reduction 9.586,538 " 

It IB computed that the actual cost to the city for each 100 gallon* 
of water furnished ia about xflft, cents, and upon this basis the reduc- 
tion in consumption represents in round numbers the sum of $i,aoo 
per day during the first eight months of 1884, Again, it will be 
observed that in the months of July and August, which may properly be 
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cited at this writing, the Deacon system being in full operation, the 
consumption was reduced 34 and 36 gallons per head each day for' those 
months respectively 

It may be interesting to make a single comparison between the 
consumption of 1882 and 1883, when no special efforts were in progress 
to economize the supply. 

The daily average consumption in the Cochitimte supply from January 
I, 1882, to September of the same year, was . 33,116,388 gato. 

And for the corresponding period in 1883 it was . 33,920,423 " 

Making an increased daily average consumption of , 1,804,134 " 

In the Mystic supply the daily average consumption 
for the year 1882 was. ... . 6,574,400 " 

The daily average for the first eight months of 1883 
(being the non-inspection period) waa ... . 7,224,175 " 

A net daily average increase of . f>49,775 " 

And the net daily average Increase of 1882 over 1881 
was .. .. . .... ... 330,300 " 

The daily average consumption in the Mystic for the 
first eight months of 1883 (the non-inspection period) 
wa s , . .... 7,224,175 " 

And for the last four months after inspection began . 6,011,412 " 

A daily average reduction of . 1,312,763 " 

The average consumption per head per day for the 
year 1882 (discarding fractions) was . 89 " 

And for the non-inspection period of 1883, eight 
months, from January to September, it was 99} " 

For the corresponding period of 1884 6q " 

Showing a net average reduction of 20 gallons per head in 1884 over 
1882, and 23 j gallons over 1883. 

The large decrease in consumption materially lessens the cost of 
pumping, the saving in coal at the Highland pump ing-station 
alone being 35 per cent, for the first eight months of 1884 over the cor- 
responding period of last year 

These results demonstrate beyond question the wisdom, as well as 
the necessity, for the adoption of measures to check the prodigal waste 
which prevails. Unless some radical system be adopted, which will 
keep the consumption down to 60 gallons or less per capita, the taxpay- 
ers of Boston will be compelled, at a very early day, to expend several 
hundred thousand dollars in the erection of additional reservous, and 
several millions of dollars in obtaining a new source of supply. The 
city of Providence, with relatively the same industrial interests and class 
of people as our own community, keeps her consumption down to about 
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36 gallons per head per day. That of Boston for July, 1883, was 102 
gallons per head each day, and in July of the present year, under the 
inspection system, 69 gallons per head. It will be observed that, even 
with this great reduction of the present year, we are still using nearly 
100 per cent, greater amount of water per capita than our more pru- 
dent neighbor. In Providence, however, more than 50 per cent of her 
consumers are supplied by the meter or measurement system, while 
with us scarcely 10 per cent, are supplied by this method Providence 
is, perhaps, the only city in the United States which has undertaken to 
manage its water interests with tlie same reference to business princi- 
ples thai prevails among business men everywhere 

In connection with .he house-to-house inspection system, and as a 
necessary supplement thereto, the board adopted the policy recom- 
mended in its 1 )ecember report, .us follows . 



/ To put recording meters on all manufactories, breweries, stores, business 
establishments, hotels, tenement-hmises, and all other places where a large quantity of 
water is used, or \\ here wuate prevails. 

.Sr.iW To establish 1 >cacon waste-detectors in the residential portions of the terri- 
tory supplied with water, making specific districts, and doing the work in conjunction 
with the house-to-house inspection. 

I'/tintTo begin the putting in of sidewalk stop-cocks at once, adopting the Church 
stop-cock as the best complement to the Deacon, if the further trials continue to prove 
its excellence. 

Rfcorcling-meters have been applied in accordance with thus ori- 
ginal plan. The meters used have been largely those of the Tremont 
pattern. They have been delivered as fast as the city could use them, 
and have proven generally satisfactory both with reference to workman- 
ship and accuracy. 

The Deacon system of waste-detectors is at this writing (Septem- 
ber i) fully applied to the Cochituate Department This system was 
thoroughly tested in the Mystic Depaitment in 1882 by Assistant Engi- 
neer 1 )exter Itrackett, and was recommended by Mr. Henry M. Wight- 
man, the engineer of the board, and Alderman Greenough, the Chair- 
man of the Water Committee, before the present Water Board was 
appointed, To these gentlemen should be given in large part the credit 
of introducing this very efficient system into Boston. We now have 
some seventy-five of the Deacon detectors in operation, and the work 
being done by them is of a satisfactory character. 

The board was directed by the City Council, on the ipth of Decem- 
ber, 1883, to make an examination of the merits of the Church stop- 
cock, and a very thorough series of teats were made last year under the 
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supervision of Assistant Engineer Dexter Brackett, and a full report of 
the same appeared in the report of December 6, 1883, page 40. Since 
that time Mr Henry M. Wightman, engineer of the board, has made 
various experiments with this stop-cock, and several important changes 
have been made in it as the result of his suggestions. The inventor, 
Chief Engineer B S Church, of the New York Aqueduct Commission, 
has also made a very valuable addition to the instrument, by means of 
which the particular floor upon which the water may be leaking or run- 
ning is indicated on the dial attached to the stop-cock in the sidewalk. 
The board has been conducting tests and experiments with this inven- 
tion for more than twelve months, and is satisfied that it is the best stop- 
cock for general purposes and waste-water detection combined. No 
city or town having a water-supply should be without a complete sys- 
tem of sidewalk stop-cocks. Every service applied in Boston for the 
past few years has been accompanied by such a stop-cock. The failure 
of our water authorities to apply them originally was a grave mistake, 
and one which no other large community, save New York, has committed. 
The plan of the board is to gradually apply these instruments until the 
city has its full complement At this writing the Church stop-cock has 
been adopted by the board, and 5,000 of them have been ordered. The 
necessity of the early application of sidewalk stop-cocks was pre- 
sented in our report of December (page 48), and has frequently been 
urged by Engineer Wightman. 

We have also made extensive experiments with the Bell water- 
phone, which hab been used very successfully in Cincinnati and Phila- 
delphia, and is about to be introduced in New York. Our experiments, 
however, were not successful, for the reason that, in the absence of side- 
walk stop-cocks, wires were used to connect the waterphone with the 
service-pipe, and the results were unsatisfactory. We contemplate giv- 
ing this system another trial at an early day, in the Mystic Department, 
where sidewalk stop-cocks exist, and where the same conditions will 
obtain as in other cities in which it has met with success. 

It is a matter of frequent complaint that the system of house-to- 
house inspection established by the board is annoying to water-takers ; 
the frequent visitations of inspectors to premises of water-takers are 
looked upon as a system of espionage. There may be some measure of 
truth m these complaints, but there is no present remedy. There is but 
one other large city in the country so deficient in sidewalk stop-cocks- 
as Boston ; and until these are generally applied and the recording- 
meter service largely extended, we must continue the house-to-house 
inspection system, or submit to the prodigal waste which has heretofore 
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prevailed. There is no middle ground. People will not icpair their 
defective fixtures, uncl will not stop wasting water unless compelled to 
do so by official visitation, or by the adoption of a measurement sys- 
tem whit h will oblige them to pay for all the water used. 

Our inspection corps is composed of gentlemanly officials, Each 
officer is provided with a badge, which must always be worn in sight 
when on duty, and a commission which he must exhibit on demand 
We have frequently had the whole corps of inspectors before the board! 
specially to instruct them with reference to these matters. Whenever 
complaints are made in this direction the board causes them to be thor- 
oughly investigated, and prompt action is always taken The board has 
used eveiy precaution to insure courteous treatment to the water-takers 
and secure efti< tent result*, to the city. This system, vigorously fol- 
lowed up, will prevent a large part of the daily waste ; and no other 
method will act umplish it except the recording-meter or measurement 
system. When this is applied, and people are required to pay for water 
as they do for g,ts, they will not waste it. The meter or measurement 
system could not be universally applied to Norton except at a very large 
expense, and even then it would require several years. 

Recognising these difficulties the board adopted the only feasible 
plan of reducing the consumptionthat of an efficient house-to-house 
inspection and the results have justified its action. 

THK SANITARY KNUINFI-H commented editorially in its issue of 
November 13, 1X84, on the results of this action of the Boston Water 
Hoard in the following terms : 

" It is gratifying to see that our labois in behalf of water-waste 
prevention are beginning to show some result* in this country. In 
Volume VII. we published u aeries of articles showing what had been 
done in Knghsh cities, and in Cincinnati and Providence, by honest, 
systematic effort It is, therefore, a pleasure to be able to offer further 
American evidence in the same direction, and we invite a perusal of an 
extract from the report of the Boston Water Board, elsewhere printed. 
We hope that under New York's new municipal management an honest 
effort will be make to stop the criminal waste now prevailing. 

11 The report of the Boston Water Board, which is published under 
date of May i, 1884, but which recites the operations of the department 
up to September i, 1884, in the matter of waste-prevention, is startling 
as exhibiting the utter falsity of the complaints that have been made for 
years by managers of public water-supplies in America, that it is Impos- 
sible to keep consumers from wasting water. They have said so in 
Boston year after year, just as they have in New York and everywhere 
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else, but the fact is that they have never tried to stop waste except by 
exhortation, which has proved as effective as a judge's charge to a grand 
jury is in preventing crime But the present Boston Water Hoard has 
gone to work systematically and sensibly, and has already produced 
results even more extraordinary than those brought about in Cincinnati 
by a similar procedure In Cincinnati the result of a systematic inspec- 
tion of waste by means of the Bell waterphonc, and the subsequent 
repairing of fixtures leaking by accident or on purpose, reduced the 
daily consumption 16 per cent (from 23 million gallons in 1881 to 19.3 
million gallons in 1883), and the cost of fuel for pumping from $75,257. 63 
to $54,671 75. In Boston the application of the Deacon wa.ste-deteetor 
on the mams and the Church stop-cock on service-pipes reduced the 
daily consumption of May, June, July, and August 28 per cent, (from 
32 3 million gallons in 1883 to 25.1 million gallons in 1884) in the 
Cochituate Department, and 12 per cent in the Mystic Department. 

" It is estimated that this reduction of consumption i.s equivalent to 
a saving of $1,200 per day during the first eight months of 1884 This 
saving does not bring inconvenience to a single consumer. The quantity 
of water supplied for actual use is not curtailed in the slightest degree, 
and no individual suffers in consequence of the restrictions placed on 
the immoderate waste of careless water-takers, for which, under the 
absurd existing system of selling water by guess-work, the careful con- 
sumer has to pay more than his proper share It is time that the 
officials of other cities where water is wasted either take up the matter 
of waste-repression m earnest, or are themselves looked after by the 
taxpayers, who have to foot the bills for needless extensions of works of 
supply " 



WASTE-PREVENTION IN NEW YORK CITY. 
(From the report of the Commissioner of Public Winks, December 31, / 
CONSUMPTION ANU WASTfc Ol' 1 WATfcR. 

" The measures adopted by the Department to detect and check 
waste of water were pursued to the fullest extent of which the mean* 
appropriated for the purpose would admit. 

"The Waste Inspectors made 192,377 house inspections, detecting 
5,944 places where water was wasted in consequence of defective 
plumbing, and 272 places where it was wasted by keeping faucets open. 
They also made 9,275 night examinations of house-drains to find places 
where water is allowed to run at night ; 940 such places were found* 
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the flow of water through the house-drams into the sewers being at the 
rate of from one to five gallons per minute In any one of these cases 
more water is wasted than would supply the legitimate needs of a dozen 
large families 

" While the measures and efforts of the Department for several years 
past have undoubtedly resulted in great improvement in respect to the 
general waste of water, there is one old habit which it seems impossible 
to check with the present means and authority viz , that of letting the 
water run from faucets day and night m cold weather to prevent freez- 
ing in the pipes The enormous extent of this waste is shown by the 
fact that on one single cold day, December 20, the water in the Central 
Park reservoir was drawn down five inches, showing a waste of 13,000,- 
ooo gallons on that day over the usual consumption and over the supply 
received through the aqueduct. 

" Additional water-meters, the most effective instrument for stopping 
waste, were placed as rapidly as practicable during the year. The num- 
ber placed is 2,613, making 11,625 meters in use on December 31 " 

In reply to objections made by some persons to a house-to-house 
inspection, THE SANITARY ENGINEER on April 23, 1885, thus commented 
editorially on the above report 

" But the ground is now taken that it is wrong to check waste be- 
cause the wasted water cleans the drains and sewers. This is nonsense. 
The continual dribble of a faucet does not clean out the drams The 
emptying of a bath, a basin, or a water-closet does create a flush which 
will remove obstacles, but the passage of ten times that amount of water 
distributed over a long period does not have that effect at all 

" In 1884, out of 19,277 houses inspected, the plumbing was defective 
in 5,944, there being 5,357 leaky faucets. There were 9,275 night 
inspections of house-drains made, which showed that in 940 of them water 
was wasted at the rate of one to five gallons a minute. At this rate, there 
are about 10,000 houses in this city which deliberately waste about 
30,000,000 gallons of water daily. That is to say, ten per cent, of the 
water-takers use their own proper proportion, and throw away three 
times as much as they use. Or to put it another way, ten per cent. 
of the consumers make way with nearly forty per cent, of the water 
distributed for equal use by all. If these wasteful consumers were 
restricted to their proper proportion of the water, each one of the 
legitimate users might have nearly fifty per cent, more water than he 
now has, without increasing the supply to the city. Or the number of 
consumers might be increased forty per cent without increasing the 
supply 
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" Now, the water-takers last year numbered about 97,000. Of these, 
n,ooo were supplied by meters, and used 20,000,000 gallons a day 
The remaining 86,000 used 85,000,000 gallons a day and paid $1,367,000 
for it. Judging from the re.sult of the night inspections, it would appear 
that of these, 77,000 used about 58,000,000 gallons a day, and paid about 
$16 a year each, or $58 per million gallons The remaining Q,OOO made 
away with 27,000,000 gallons a day, and paid $16 a year each, or about 
$15 per million gallons And yet we are told that it is not proper to 
compel these parties to pay the $43 per million gallons of which they 
defraud the city. Foi fraud it is, and no other name is proper for it. 
It is as much a crime as it would be to take trees and flowers out of 
the Central Park and put them in private houses or throw them away ; 
or to take furniture out of the public buildings or paving-stones out of 
the streets 

"The 11,000 large consumers supplied by meter paid $80 for each 
million gallons they used Why should the 9,000 domestic wasters be 
allowed to get their water for $15 a million gallons ? Why ? Only because 
somebody is afraid that part of the money saved will stick to some 
one's fingers On that theory, all public work should cease. The 
suppression of waste would save at least 20,000,000 gallons a day, or 
enough to supply 25,000 families liberally. This would represent an 
income to the city of at least $400,000 a year, and would be cheaply 
attained by the expenditure of one-fourth of that sum." 



WASTE-PREVENTION IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

THE SANITARY ENI.INKPR had Investigated to some extent the method* employed 
3n the cities of Great Britain, and In response to the following letter, published the 
regulations of Liverpool and Glasgow, given below 

To the Editor of THB SANITARY ENCJINKHR May, 1882. 

SIB. At the recent meeting of the American Water- Worka Association In Colum- 
bus, O., much interest was manifested and considerable discussion had regarding the 
unnecessary use and the waste of water The general application of meters to all classes 
of consumers was advocated by some managers of works as the only efficient means of 
checking wastefulness. Others seemed inclined to the view that the real cause of the 
excessive consumption of water is not reached by meters. They Insure payment for all 
water used, to be sure, and thus tend to make the consumer sparing in the use of water, 
but they do not repress the constant wastage of small amounts through defective 
plumbing, which seems to be the principal factor in producing the enormous night 
consumption, which is out of all proportion to the use in the day rime. 
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As this matter has been more thoroughly investigated m some English towns than 
in this country, and practical results have been attained in the checking of waste, the 
publication here of the methods employed and the results reached there would be of 
great value to investigators on this side of the water, to whom the publications m the 
proceedings of English societies are inaccessible, and I hope that you will find space 
for them in your paper. Your obedient servant, J J R CROES 



THE PREVENTION OF WASTE IN LIVERPOOL AND GLASGOW 

IN 1881 we addressed certain inquiries to Mr J Parry, engineer in charge of the 
Rivmgton Water- Works, Liverpool, on points connected with the waste-prevention 
system employed there, and have received the following reply 

MUNICIPAL OFFICES, ) 
LIVERPOOL, October 10, 1881 j 
To the Editor of THE SANITARY ENGINEER . 

In answer to your inquiries I have much pleasure in furnishing you with the fol- 
lowing information with respect to the Liverpool water-supply 

The number of inhabited houses supplied with water from the works of the Cor- 
poration is 122,673, and the number of inhabitants is 725,000 The average number 
of persons to each house is therefore 591 

The average rate of consumption for all purposes is 23 (imperial) gallons per 
head per diem This includes over 5 gallons per head per day for trade purposes 
measured by meters, and about 3 gallons per head per day for public sanitary purposes 
and for miscellaneous trade uses charged for by assessment and not sold by meter 
measurements, leaving about 15 gallons per head per day as the average rate of con- 
sumption for domestic purposes, shops, offices, hotels, public houses, warehouses, pub- 
lic buildings, and all waste. 

The water is constantly laid on at a pressure sufficient to reach the top of every 
house m the district, and to enable fires to be extinguished by means of hose attached 
to hydrants fixed on the mains, and without the intervention of fire-engines. Along 
the line of docks, jets of water can be thrown from the fire-hydrants to a height of So 
feet above the street levels. 

There is probably no modern city in which the legitimate demands for water and 
the facilities for using it are greater than in Liverpool. Water-closets are general ; 
private fixed baths are common , and for many years it has been the practice to put 
fixed baths in all new houses exceeding about iB in annual value ; public baths and 
wash-bouses are provided to a larger extent than in any other city In the country ; there 
is a considerable demand for the supply of ships frequenting the port ; public drinking* 
fountains are numerous , and water is freely used in flushing sewers and drains, and 
in street-sprinkling. 

No extra charge is made for supplying water to water-olosets or private baths 
In reply to your question as to the work done by the waste-water inspectors, I 
have to state that the number of first inspections for waste (that is, exclusive of exam- 
inations) made during our last statistical year (ended on the 3ist day of December, Jc88o) 
was 115,602 , and the number of leakages discovered from defective cocks, cisterns, 
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and pipes was 29,521, of which 7,779 were repaired by the inspectors, free of charge, 
in the course of their visits 

The number of fittings that passed through our Testing and Stamping Depart- 
ment was 83,613, of which the testing officers stamped 71,969, the remaining 11,644 
being rejected in consequence of defects revealed by the tests applied 

Concerning our system of waste-prevention, I cannot do better than to refer you to- 
pp 149-153 of my little book on water, of which you have a copy. 

I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, J PARRY 

In addition to the inspection by day and night, the regulation of the fittings- 
allowed to be used plays an important part in the repression of waste in Liverpool 

LIVERPOOL CORPORATION WATER-WORKS REGULATIONS 

4 All fittings used in connection with a supply of water must be tested and 1 
stamped by the duly authorized officer before being fixed, and the following fees wilL 
be charged 

Bibb and Stop Taps ----- ad each. 

Ball-Taps - - _ - - - - _ 3 d" 

5 A set of standard fittings such as have been hitherto approved as exhibited la 
the Stamping Office , but the engineer will give due consideration to the claims of any 
other fitting which may be presented for approval, and which, if considered satisfactory 
by the committee, will be stamped, the sample purchased, and placed among and 
become one of the standard fittings Before any fitting is withdrawn from among the 
approved samples, six months' notice will be given to the Master Plumbers' Associa- 
tion 

6 Every service-pipe hereafter laid or fixed below ground shall be of lead , and 
every joint on every lead pipe, whether below the ground or not, shall be of the kind 
called a plumbing or wiped joint 

n Pipes of any other metal than lead shall only be fixed after samples thereof 
have been submitted to and approved by the Water Committee 

12 No pipe shall be laid through, in, or into any sough, drain, ash-pit, manure- 
hole, or other place from which, in the event of decay or injury to such pipe, the water 
might be liable to become fouled or to escape without observation, or without occasion- 
ing the necessity for immediate repair 

13 No pipe shall be brought above the level of the ground outside any building, 
except for the supply of an outside tap m a yard, in which case the pipe shall be prop- 
erly protected from frost by brick-work, or otherwise, and encased in felt, or other 
non-conducting material, to the satisfaction of the engineer 

14 Every separate service-pipe must be provided with a stop-cock and box, 
which will be fixed outside the private premises by, and, in case of domestic supplies 
within the city, at the expenses of the Corporation 

16 Storage asterns must be provided for all domestic supplies. Where there is. 
a bath or hot-water apparatus, the cistern must hold not less than 50 gallons for each 
house In other cases, not less than 25 gallons for each house. 

17 Cisterns for the storage of water (not including water-closet and urinal regu- 
lating cisterns) shall, if of wood, be lined with lead of not less than five pounds to the 
square foot. The iron, wood, or slate work shall be strong and well put together, and 
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fach cistern slial! IK- prmtded with 11 bull-tut), which must be sectiiely fixed to the side 
thereof, ami it must In? in ih position us nut to Iwcomc submerged when the cis- 
tern is full, and the level tf the water at such time shttll be three inches below the over- 
flow. 

18. -Domestic Inning wwt<?r.d<wt, or urinals must in nil cases be supplied from 
cisterns. All cisterns fur the niipply nf wutir-doscls or urinals shall either be on the 
tillcrnatlmf-vaU? principle, ml < wnmtruttwl twin be capable of delivering two gal- 
lons t each Hush, whiili must 1* disrharjfptl within lifteen seconds, or otherwise so 
arranged us tt prodmc the name result in equally efficacious manner ; but no valve 
except the toll-tuck shall ut nny time have a greater pressure upon it than that due to 
the hewl of water In the tinurn 

jq.Tlw pnns tir basin* nf nil water-closets, not of the trough kind, must be of a 
txemU'iruilnr nhapr, or <if *m h other form art cnn Iw moat cihdeutly flushed , the down 
pipe front the cistern to the tuttln at the cltwet must be nf not leas than i]4 Inches in 
diameter, except in unnri.iiim with pan-i Icjictn, where the head of water exceeds eight 
feet, wht-n the down pijx: nuty IK* ttf mic inch dlnmetcr. In the cose of pan-closets, the 
mctul pan hall IK* tHjwblr f iK-nrinu weluht of even pounda. 

as, The del ailnl ttrrAttKrinritlH nfall truiijih-closeth shall be submitted to and 
nppnwed !w the hnv-incrr iB-furr Mich iltisetH are lixed. 

3 ( fi Kvcry iinih muni br pnivldcti with a well fitted and perfectly water-tight 

ground tnitlct.plujt, with olwin, complete, or nuch outlet-tap OB hall be entirely inde- 
pendent of the inlet. 

37. Nunr but krew-dttwn tap*, Inrapublc nf Mng suddenly closed, shall be 
fixed tin pi|T Mipplint dirctt from the nmiii. 

aH. Any Maiul-pipr lixetl fur the u of the nccupantn nf more than one house 
mu I* fittcil with A Hclf^lmint; apparniiiH InittpaWe of being muldenly shut. 

aij HIP Corporatluii will provide nml fix nil water-metcrii for the supply t 
water fr traile purpow*. nml will ni*o Uy the nervlcc-plpc from tho boundary of the 
prrml*eit t Ihc Inlrt nf thr meicr, nmt fix the mop-cock thereon at the expense of the 
auupirr nf chr prrnilwu. 

30. N,, ktram-lMiiler or any ilew-rlpilon of dmrd boiler will be allowed to be tup- 
pllcd illreci from * wrvlce.plpe ; but the nupply will be given through meter, and a 
ndf-acilnn check-valve mutt in every ca*c t fixed on the pipe MO a* to prevent a rotura 
of the water. 

31. Hydrant* for fire or otner purpei Jnnlde premlwii can only be permitted by 
the upccU! wmciinn of in* Water Commlitw, far which application muit bo made In 
every caw. 

33, Before * connection for th wpplyof water can be made, or bfore any add!- 
tiontl fitting* can bo connecied to an exiting wrvlee-plpe, the work muit b Inipected 
and approvwl by ihe proper ufficer of tho Corporation. 

,13, Printed forow will, upon application, be furnished to plumbw who have 
Igned an agreement to conform to the regulation!, which they will be required to fiU 
up and deliver the engineer'* official notice* of fitting* being ready for inspec- 
tion, and l*o of any alteration* made In txUUmr wrvlce-plpe* or fitting*, and wb 
notice* mut be given before pipe* or other fitting* IT* covewd. 
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GLASGOW CORPORATIUN WATKR-WORUS. 

Rules to be observed with respect to the Supply of Watei , am/ the Apparatus 
allowed to be used 

II. SBRVICli-PIPl-S 

5 Every house, in the case of self-contained houses, ami every imminent, shrill 
have its own separate service-pipe, except in the case of a group or block of hciusi*s, the 
water-rates for which are paid by one owner, and which are supplied by self.dtwing 
wells. 

6. No house or tenement shall, unless with the sanction of the engineer, have 
more than one service-pipe. 

7. Any premises or portion of a house or tenement occupied for trade purposes 
must have a separate service-pipe leading from the pipes of the commissioners to the 
premises or portion occupied by each tenant. 

8. All the service-pipes, unless otherwise specially agreed upon, shall be of lead, 
and of the following weights per yard 

#-inch diameter, 7 pounds per lineal yard. 
Ji-inch " to " " 

i-lnch " 14 " ' 

" 18 " " 



Overflow-pipes may be of lighter weights 

9 When the service-pipes are allowed to be of iron, they shall be of the descrip- 
tion, and laid and jointed in the manner approved of by the engineer. '1 hey shall be 
of the following thickness and weight 



Diameter of 
Pipe 


Thickness 
of Metal 


Depth of 
socket 


Length of 

exclusive of 
Socket. 


Mean Weight of ouch 
Pipe. 

Cwt. Qrs, Lbs. 


Inches. 


Inches 


Inches 


Feet Inches. 


4 


X 


1 


9 o 


I I 9S 


1 


H 


3 


9 o 


I 17 


a 


* 


3 


6 o 


at 4 



ID The point of discharge of all pipea must be above ground, and visible to the 
occupiers of the house and the commissioners' inspectors. 

n The service-pipes must be laid at least two feet six inches below the iurface of 
the ground, and if in exposed places must be properly protected from froat. 

12. The ferrule which connects lead service-pipes with the distributing.pipes of 
the commissioners must be of brass, and screwed into the iron pipe. A stopcock ihall 
be attached to the service-pipe in the street, at a distance of about two feet from the 
distributing-pipe, with a cast-iron cock-box supported upon brick-work in mortar. It 
is recommended that another stop-cock, being a screw-down or slide-valve cock, be put 
on the service-pipe inside the premises, dose to the outside wall, in a position easy of 
Access, so that the water can be turned off in case of frost or acddeut. 

13 The Joints on all lead service-pipes shall be " plumbing " or "wiped " Joint*. 
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14. The connection with the commissioners' pipes will be mnde by the commis- 
sioners' workmen, and no other parties will be allowed to open, hut, or in any way 
interfere with any of the pipes, valves, or apparatus belonging to the commissioners, 
on any pretext whatever. 

III. CISTJCRNS. 

15. The supply of water will be constantly laid on at the greatest pressure which 
the reservoirs and works of the commissioners will give; but it is necessary 
to have cisterns of sufficient capacity for the ordinary domestic supply in all houses and 
flats of houses at a greater elevation than about aoofeet above the mean level of the sea 
on the north side of the River Clyde, and 150 feet above the sea on the south side of the 
river. These elevations vary with the distance from the reservoirs from which the 
supply is drawn , but all necessary information will be given on application at the 
engineer's office. 

1 6. Every cistern must be made and maintained perfectly water-tight., and be 
provided with a. ball-cock, which must be branched into the inlet-pipe, and secured to 
the side of the cistern. 

17. All cisterns must be placed in such positions that they can be easily inspected, 
and sufficient space must be allowed for repairs. 

18 The top of the waste-pipe must be one and a half Jnch.cn from the top of the 
cistern, and the ball-cock so adjusted that it will be shut when the water is two inches 
from the top of the waste-pipe, or three and a half inches from the top of the cistern, 
and so an not to become submerged when the (.'intern in full. 

it), The overflow-pipe shall not be joined to any pipe or drain, but must have an 
open end brought to the outside of the premises, above ground, at a conspicuous point, 
or made to discharge overhead within the premises, that the discharge, when there i> 
any, may be visible to the occupiers of the house, or the commissioner! 1 inspector* or 
the police, so that waste of water may be prevented. 

30. When there fa a separate opening at the bottom of the cistern for cleansing, It 
must have a ground brass valve. 

ai. All public works to have clstenw of sufficient capacity to hold a few hours' 
water. 

IV. rKBTINC) AND STAMIMNQ. 

23. All the fittings used, Including all thone supplied from cistern*, and Including 
all ordinary kinds where the supply is by meter, must conform to samples approved of 
by the engineer, and must be tested and stamped by the proper officer of the commii- 
sionen. When a meter is removed from any premises, nil unstamped wator-fittlngi 
must be also removed. 

33. Sample* of the fittings which have been approved of may be seen In the Test- 
ing and Stamping Office, and the engineer ii prepared to receive and examine any 
other fitting, and, if approved of, to sanction Its use. A general description of the 
fitting! approved of is given at the end of theie rules. 

34. The following fee* will be charged for testing and stamping : 

Now, itop, and tub* eocla . . ui, neb. 

Btthud Lavatory flttinp . . ..../," 

BulUoolu 

WnMtvolont clturai. 
ii >i 

Stop-MokboxM.. 
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V. TAl'h. 

25 Screw-down cocks only shall be used when the supply K from the main service 
pipe, or from a cistern on any other than the same floor 

26. Where the supply of water is from n cistern on the same flwr, to baths, wash- 
hand basins, etc , loaded valves, common ground cocks, or ground corks with stuffing- 
boxes may be used In self-contained houses these cockn may bo supplied from 
cistern in the flat above. 

37 No common ground cock shall be attached to the main service-pipe, except the 
cock in the street 

28 Easy access foi Inspection shall be given to all cocks attached to wash-hand 
basins, baths, etc , by means of a hmgecl door 

VI WATtR-CLOSKTS. 

29 No water-closet will be allowed to be supplied direct from a aervice-plpe, but 
must be supplied from a cistern on the same flat as the closet, and no water-closet 
shall be supplied by a tap of any kind In self-contained houses the lever and crank 
may work to a cistern in the flat above. 

30 Every cistern for the supply of a water-closet must be fitted with an efficient 
waste-preventing apparatus, so constructed as not to be capable of discharging more 
than two gallons of watr at each flush, and so that it cannot be made to flow continu- 
ously either by intention or neglect The cisterns must contain from five to eight 
flushes in all pkces where the supply of water is not constant. 

31 The cisterns supplying all pan-closets must have a proper service-box attached . 

VII URINAI.S. 

32 Every urinal must be supplied from a cistern, which must be fitted with a 
waste-preventing apparatus similar to that above described for water-closets, so 
constructed as not to be capable of discharging more than one-half gallon of water at 
each flush, or supplied by a cock similarly constructed, 

VIII BATII8 AND WASH-HAND BASINS. 

33. Every plunge-bath and wash-hand basin shall be so constructed that the water 
shall flow in above the bottom, and be discharged from the bottom. 

IX WKLLS IN COURTS. 

34 All water-taps in courts and closes, and on common stairs, to be self-closing, 
secured in an iron case, and properly protected from injury, and BO arranged that they 
cannot be left in such a position that the water will continue to run. 

X. BOILERS. 

35. No boiler for generating steam shall be supplied with water by a direct con- 
nection with the service-pipe. Every such boiler must be supplied from a ciatern 
either by a common feed-pump or an injector. 

XI. METERS. 

36 Application for a supply of water by meter must be made on the printed form 
prepared for the purpose, and which can be obtained on application at the engineer's 
office, 
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17. All metro* will br Mipplml hj, th? uimnilssionrrs, and u rent will bu charged 
for the IMM, whit h will mhnlr all irjmiri, rue-pi duma^r hy frost, or fire, or by the 
workmn nf any rnumr pniprllnl h\ thr water. Tin- position of the nictcr, nnd the line 
of thf.prviir.nntr lmli! l" il. must In- the subject nf spi-ual agreement with the 



\Vhrrr thr i nmiimuu .ulun-piprs M f nf f ist-mm, the commissioners u ill provide 
nil matrrwK ami xrntr Mil thr \unk nri.csh.iry in introihuimr the water into the 
s, up in ami im lining thr HMIIH uf thr inrtfi, ami the wlinl cost thereof shall 
ly tl nuiMiiurr. 

Ml -WAiriM-M.IM t. 

VI Air-\p-"i N >f Mi! It *limriihiiit> i m> IK- nppmvoil uf ly the engineer shall be 
attiu linl to H w. 



Mil. \\AIKKISi,.1K01 I.US. 

41* All watrrntK (roiiKl^ fr fwltle to be of CHst-iron, niul lilted with n proper 
balI-<iHk in n u*\rrrt| tlivtHion il the trough 



XIV M rCKAIIitVi UN 

41. Nutitc muM bf itivnt it* the* cnglncrr, in the form referred to in Rule 3, of the 
Intention in inakr uny ultrrAiion ujhiit the cxmtmif itrrvke-pipcs In nny premises, or 
nny upparatiu mnntttrd thfrrwiih, or of the intcntinn to lit up uny new uervlcc- 
fH or .i])|uiriti<. Oint thr Mine may \K Innpoctnl by the proper oflicera of the commls- 
xionrn, uml nn-m yi\rn for thr intemlctl aitrrntlonx ; ttnd muh alterations must be 
io accoFilmiT willi ilirw riilr*, nn\\ thr new fitting* nuiNt be tamped. 

43. U any Irtttl wrvicr-ttlpc i lr thun the weight given in Rule 8, nnd its found 
out of repair uml willing wrttcr twit-r within nU month*, the whole nf the same, ao far 
an it i tindrrKroiimi nr in umxriipirtt irllam, mimt be removed nnd replaced by pipe of 
the proper weight. 

43 pruvUlc* that defective val\c*. tAp, and worn-out fitting;* ahall be 
flpprflti 

44. If nny lap in A court or clow, or on A common ntnlr, or at a urinal, be found 
open uml waning water twice within three month*, though It may not waste water 
when properly *hm, dw> Mima miui be removed, and replaced by a ictf.cloiing cock. 

XV, WAHTK d? WATKK. 

49, Informal Inn nf nny ccmtlnuetJ runhlng wound heard in a IIOUM ihould at once 
be went in ihr Wflicr unic t or communicated to the engineer; and all persons aro 
requeued to give timely information of any leakage or waate uf water, whether the 
aame be ttcctdrnully. nenllu*ntly, or willfully occaaionwl or suffered. 

jAKKi M. CJALI, Attginttr. 



WArKR.WftKKt OfritK, I 

, tiAiuow,4th November, 1879. f 



WATKK HAY ItK Ut Ht>V UK TfCNKU O|fK UNnXft THK fOM OWINO CIRCUMITANCBi. 

For default In paynwni of wter.rtw, (The VVatrr.Worki CUuiM Act, 1847, 

S. 740 

Kar nof providing proper datwn and balUcock when required, or for not keeping 
the tan In good repair, in ditHct wher* the water U not conitantly laid on under 
pretaurt. (The Wfltcr-Worltn Ctauttft Act, 1847, Sec. 94.) 
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For refusing the officers of the commissioners admittance into dwelling-houses, or 
other premises, between the hours of 9 A. M. and 4 P M., for the purpose of examining 
if there be any waste or misuse of water. (The Water-Works Clauses Act, 1847, 
Sec 57) 

For not having all cisterns, closets, soil-pans, and baths, so constructed and used 
as effectually to prevent waste, misuse, orundue consumption of water (The (llnsgow 
Corporation Water-Works Act, 1855, Sec. 85 ) 

For wrongfully doing anything in contravention of the (jlasgow Corporation Water- 
Works Acts, or for falling to do anything in those acts provided for the prevention 
of waste, misuse, undue consumption, or contamination of the water, (The Water- 
Works Clauses Act, 1863, Sec. 16 ) 

If the apparatus In any house or premises be out of repair, or be so used or con- 
trived thai the water is, or is likely to be, wasted, misused, unduly consumed, or 
contaminated (The Glasgow Corporation Water- Works Act, 1847, See y.) 



PENALTIES WILL BK F.XACTKD I-OR Till' FOLLOWING Ol'1'KNhI-S, 

For suffering any cistern, pipe, ball or stop cock to be out of repair, so that water 
is wasted (The Water-Works Clauses Act, 1847, Sec. 55 ) 

For supplying or willfully permitting any person to take water who does not make 
an agreement with the commissioners (The Water- Works Clauses Act, 1847, Sec, 58.) 

For taking water without agreement (The Water- Works Clauses Act, 1847, Sec. 
59 , and the Water- Works Clauses Act, 1863, Sec. so.) 

For breaking or injuring any lock, cock, valve, pipe, work, or engine belonging to- 
the commissioners, or for drawing off the water from any reservoir or pipe belonging to- 
the commissioners (The Water-Works Clauses Act, 1847, Kec. 60.) 

For willfully or negligently suffering any pipe, valve, cock, cistern, bath, soil-pan, 
water-closet, or other apparatus to be out of repair and wasting, or likely to waste, 
water (The Water-Works Clauses Act, 1863, Sec. 17.) 

For using water for other purposes than those agreed upon. (The Water- 
works Clauses Act, 1863, Sec. 18.) 

For fixing any pipe or apparatus to the pipes belonging to the commissioners, or 
to & service-pipe belonging to any other person , or for making any alteration in any 
such service-pipe or apparatus without the consent of the commissioners. (The Water- 
Works Clauses Act, 1863, Sec. 19.) 

(-KNERAL DhhC'RIP 1'ION OP WATPR-I'ITTINC.s, 

The taps must not be less than of the following weights and dimensions 
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Underground stop-cocks, weight 
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Ferrules, weight ... , . 
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Stop-code boxes, 8 inches high, weight. 
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All taps must have the maker's name stamped upon them 

The spindles of all screw-down loose-valve cocks, the screws of all diaphragm- 
cocks, and the keys of all tube-cocks and underground stop-cocks must be of gun- 
metal 

The keys of underground stop-cocks to be cast solid. 

All taps must be capable of resisting a pressure of 300 pounds on the square Inch, 
to which they will be subjected in testing 

All ball-cocks must remain tight under a pressure of 150 pounds on the square 
inch with the ball half immersed 

All screws to be large and well cut, and the key and barrel of tube-cocks and stop- 
cocks properly ground 

In tube-cocks a passage for the water to be cut round the key, so that the raising 
or lowering of the tube will not affect the flow of the water. 

The screws of the ferrules to be made to the gauges which may be seen in the 
Testing and Stamping Office 



Extract from " The Glasgow Corporation Water- Works Amendment Act, 1859" 

SECTION 17 All the apparatus used or to be used for conveying water to the 
houses of the inhabitants and manufactories, or other premises supplied or to be 
supplied with water under the provisions of the recited act, shall be subject to the 
approval of the engineer to the commissioners , and in case of dispute between the 
parties providing such apparatus and such engineer, such dispute shall be determined 
by the Water Committee of the Commissioners, whose decision shall be final. 



CISTERN versus VALVE SUPPLY FOR WATER-CLOSETS, 
INT the early part of April, 1882, there was considerable controversy over the regu- 
lations adopted by the New York Board of Health under the plumbing law requiring 
that in new work water-closets should be supplied from cisterns instead of direct from 
the service-pipes to the valves attached to the closets. During the controversy, Prof. 
Charles F. Chandler, then President of the Board of Health, addressed the following 
letter to the Editor of THE SANITARY ENGINEER : 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT, No. 301 MOTT STREET, ) 
NEW YORK, March 35, 1862. j 

The Board of Health of this city have been urged to modify Rule la of the Plan 
of Plumbing and Drainage adopted by them, to the extent that water for flushing may 
be taken from drinking-water mains, or from tanks containing drinking-water, direct 
to a valve on the water-closet ; the tank to be dispensed with if a check-valve be placed 
on the pipe connected with the supply-valve, 

That part of Rule is affected by the modification is as follows 
" All water-closets inside the house must be supplied with water from a special 
tank or cistern, the water of which is not used for any jother purpose, The closets 
must never be supplied directly from the Croton supply-pipes. A group of closets may 
be supplied from one tank, if on the same floor and contiguous," 
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It is held that the taking of water for flushing water-closets from special cisterns 
is a needless expense, and that no adequate advantage to the occupants of houses is 
gained, and that it is a hardship to manufacturers who make valve-closets, which arc 
intended to be used without cisterns 

The correspondence on the subject thus far received in sent to you with the 
request that you will give space in your columns to make It public. It is hoped that 
the opinions of your readers, as well as your own, will be given concerning the pro- 
priety of modifying the rule as suggested It is the desire of the board that those 
suggestions should be discussed in all their bearings They further desire to slate that 
they wish to insist on no requirement that they can be convinced is unnecessary 
Yours very truly, C F CIIANDL.KR, J'tvtn/rnf 

This brought out a large number of responses sustaining the action of the Hoard 
A few of the letters from water-works engineers who years ago went through 
the struggle that efficient water-works managers in this country are now carrying on 
against public ignorance and misapprehension, and others which are pertinent, in 
connection with the consideration of the causes of water-waste, ore repubhshed here, 
in addition to the regulations of several cities where the inspection und testing of 
plumbing and fittings has secured very good results, which nre given on previous pages. 
The regulations of these cities are printed not because the details are applicable in 
every instance to conditions of American cities, but because they will indicate what 
other communities have adopted with very great profit to themselves, and which would 
be a guide in adopting regulations in cities of this country Ho far as the cocks and 
waste-preventing cisterns that are required as a standard in the cities possessing the 
best managed water-works in Great Britain are concerned, they ore, every one of them, 
in all their essential details, pubhc property, and there is no reason to suspect that the 
authorities of any of the cities in this country would exercise their discretion by 
compelling the consumer to adopt any particular fitting or appliance or method of 
doing work which would result in fostering a monopoly. 



MR JOSEPH P DAVIS, who was City Engineer of the city of Boston from 1873 
to 1880, wrote as follows 

To the Editor of THE SANITARY ENGINEER 

SIR The New York Board of Health asks, through your columns, for the opinions 
of your readers concerning the propriety of modifying Rule 12 of the Plan of Plumbing 
and Drainage, adopted by it The matter is one of such great interest that I venture 
to offer my views 

I am of opinion that the alteration suggested would result in evil ; it certainly 
would not effect an improvement 

Nearly all the large cities of the country are suffering in various ways, and are put 
to enormous expense on account of the great waste of water that is occasioned by 
defective plumbing and the use of improper fixtures A very large percentage of the 
entire waste (which in many cities is at least fifty per cent, of the whole water-supply) 
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Fifth in the event of any repairs being required which require the water to be 
shut off from the main, even for a short time, no water can be got to flush the closet, 
which then becomes a source of danger to health 

Sixth On such an occasion, whatever foul air there may be in the basin will be 
sucked into the ramn, and, It may be, some highly objectionable matter as well. 

It may be, though I do not admit it, that the ball-cock of n cistern is as likely to 
leak as the valve of a water-closet supplied off the main, but in the ease of th cistern 
there Is no chance of foul air or Improper matter being sucked Into the mains , and 
there we require that the overflow from every cislern must dischait>e In such a manner 
that the attention of the occupiers of the house may be drawn to the fuel. We have a 
large number of these valve-closets btlll in use in (ilnsgow, but we arc insisting upon 
their being gradually removed. If our inspectors find one of them wasting water twice 
within three months, we then issue an order for its being taken nut, and apparatus with 
a cistern attached substituted I have no faith whatever in the BO-colleU check-valves, 
as my expenence of these in that they arc generally found to be out of order when they 
are wanted to act 

I cannot see why the plumbers in any city should have a preference for any specific 
class of water-fittings If, by a proper system of inspection, they are all required to 
use the same class of fittings, no one can have any advantage over the other. Their 
object should rather be to have the most expensive and the strongest articles intro- 
duced into all the houses they fit up, as upon these they will most probably have a 
larger profit than upon cheaper fittings. I can understand why a plumber, or any 
other man who has a patent, tries to push the sale of his patented article , but it Is 
against the interested efforts of such men thai officials are appointed to protect tha 
public 

The consumption of water in your city is so high already as to attract our attention 
here, and if you introduce valve-closets it la certain to go higher still. 

I inclose a copy of our rules as regards water-fittings, and you may make any une 
you please of them. I am, sir, Your obedient servant, 

JAMP.H'M. GALK, //. Inst. C. E. 



IAD, [ 
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DR. FRANCIS VACHKR, the Medical Officer of Health of Hlrkenhead, England, 

wrote thus 

MMDIGAL OKKICKR'S DKPARTMBNT, 
MUNICIPAL OFFICES, BIRKBNHEAD, 

April 19, 1883. 
To the Editor of THE SANITARY EW.INICER: 

SIR I have read with interest the controversy under the heading, " Cittern vs. 
Valve Supply," and have pleasure In adding my testimony to the wisdom of Rule ifl. 

The Sanitary Authority I serve requires that "no water ghall be aupplted direct from 
the main of the Corporation to any water-closet, but muat in all CMOS be auppHed by 
a waste-water preventer cistern, as provided in Regulation 10." 

And under Regulation 10, that " every water-closet shall be supplied by a waste- 
water preventer cistern, double-valve, to discharge not more than two gallons at each 
flush, such as Guest & Chrimes', Lambert's, Aahcroft'a, Anderion'a, or other 
approved kind, and the delivery-pipe from the cistern to the closet-pan ahall not be lew 
than i#-inch internal diameter." 
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five hundred houses, and without giving any intimation to the inhabitants, measure 
the volume of water flowing into it for two or three weeks An approximate estimate 
may then be formed of the rate of consumption with existing lutings. I .ft the houses- 
then be examined, all wasteful fittings removed, approved iittmgK substituted, and alt 
underground leakage stopped The effect of these measures upon the consumption in 
the district having been ascertained, data will be afforded by means of which the result 
of adopting similar measures throughout the city can be calculated 

I am, yours truly, JOSKPII PARRY 



PROFESSOR HENRY ROHINSON, (.' K , of London, contributed this valuable note : 

One of the most fruitful onuses of w&Hte of water in houses has been found to- 
arise from the direct flushing of the closets from the water- pipes. '1 tie rule in Kngland 
is to prohibit this, and to require the insertion of a small service-box .supplied by the 
service-pipe, and containing about two gallons of water This being in direct com- 
munication with the valve of the closet, prevents more than a regulated amount of 
water being used at each flush of the closet. Tt has been found in practice that, 
without such an arrangement as thih, enormous waato arises, and it cannot be too 
strongly urged on those who have to advise in the regulation of water-supply in large 
towns to adopt the most stringent rule on this point, liesldca the prevention of wante, 
the introduction of such an appliaucc as the service-box reduces the pressure to a 
uniform head, which would not be the case were the flush to be taken direct from the 
service-pipe, and beyond this it is found that any leakage in connection with a Bervlce- 
box is attended with inconvenience to the householder, and this results In its prompt 
rectification, whereas a leak direct mto the closet might continue without inconven- 
ience to the inhabitants, but with a certain loss to the water company, 

Glasgow may be quoted as a town where excellent rulen arc in force. The regu- 
lations here are that no water-closet is to be supplied direct from a service-pipe, but 
must be supplied from a cistern on the same flat as the closet, and no water-closet is 
to be supplied by a tap of any kind. Also that every cistern for the supply of a 
water-closet must be fitted with an efficient waste-preventing apparatus, ao constructed 
as not to be capable of discharging more than two gallons of water at each flush, and 
so that it cannot be made to flow continuously, either by intention or neglect. It It 
further required that the cistern must contain from five to eight flushes in all places 
where the supply of water is not constant. Also that the cisterns supplying all pan- 
closets must have a proper service-box attached. 

Leeds is another large town which may be referred to. Here the regulation is as 
follows " Every water-closet has to be provided with a service-cistern of lead or cast- 
iron, with a ball-cock attached thereto, and every such service-cistern has also to be 
provided with a proper double-valve waste-preventer ; and every such valve or valves 
has to be so arranged as to let down at each pull or lift of the valves a quantity of 
water not exceeding two gallons. Also, that no pipe by which water Is supplied to any 
water-closet is permitted to communicate, directly or indirectly, with any part of such 
water-closet, or with any apparatus connected therewith, except the service-cistern 
thereof." In London, also, the water companies have strict rules requiring the use of 
waste-water preventers. 

The above regulations may be regarded as being the outcome of the practical 
experience of English water engineers, In the water-works with which we are con- 
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nected we have similar rules, and require them to be rigidly enforced. We do not 
consider that any alternative, such as specially devised valves, however ingenious, 
ought to be introduced. There exists a great amount of recorded experience in 
England, all pointing to the same conclusion, and all indicating the saving that has 
been effected by putting into force such rules as have been given. 



THE following extract from the report for 1879 of the Water Registrar of 
Boston, Mr. W. F. Davis, certainly gives good reasons for making the tax on these 
fixtures practically prohibitory : 

"The permanent, serious, and continual causes of waste of Cochituste water 
are through the use of hopper water-closets ; the so-called self-acting closets ; urinals 
which are constructed for a continual run of water ; the use of hand-hose for the pur- 
pose of irrigation ; bad plumbing materials and bad plumbing-work ; and the steady 
run of water which is suffered in winter time to prevent freezing. 

CASE NO. I. 

Where there were five hopper-closets supplied in twelve months they 

consumed .......................................... 1,088,750 gallons. 

By substituting pan-closets for these the consumption for the same 

length of time was reduced to ............................. 3 8 4i83* 

Amountsaved ..................................... 703,919 

CASH NO. II. 

Where there were three hopper-closets supplied, in twelve months they 

consumed .......................................... WSW " 

By substituting pan-closets for these the consumption for the same 

length of time was reduced to ............................ 19,859 



Amountsaved 



CASE NO. III. 

Where there was one hopper-closet supplied, in twelve months it con- 

sumed ............................................. " "4, 7 3o 

By substituting a pan-closet the consumption for the same length of 

time was reduced to ..................................... I00 '57 g 

Amountsaved ............................................. 453,** 

CASE NO. IV. 

Where there were three hopper-closets supplied, in twelve months they 

consumed ..................................... * "' 494,i8o 

By substituting six pans for the three hoppers, for the same length ot 

time, the consumption was reduced to ........................... "3,774 

Amountsaved ................................................. 38o ' 4 6 

CASE NO. V. 

Where there was one hopper-closet supplied, in twelve months it con- 

By substituting one self-closing closet, for the same length of lime, the 

consumption was reduced to ............................... 79, g 5 

Amounted ............................................... 475 ' 59S 
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1 ' The result of the above five cases shows, in thirteen closets alone, a total saving 
of 3,249,739 gallons a year, or a daily saving of 685 gallons for each closet, at the 
same time affording all the needed service. In these cases meters are attached, and 
the water is doubtless shut off at night, showing, in part, that the great waste was in 
the working hours of the day. But for the meter, which compels the consumer to pay 
for all the water wasted as well as used, the estimate of loss above given would be 
more than doubled. Now, take the whole number of hopper-closets z. e., 16,137 
and assume what experience has shown to be within the actual fact namely, that one 
closet in five is wasting water in the same ratio of the five cases cited and the total 
waste will exhibit the amazing aggregate of 4,419,620 gallons in every twenty-four 
hours." 



SUBSEQUENT to the controversy over Regulation 12 of the New York Health 
Department, the Department of Public Works of New York, with a view to discour- 
age the use of water-closets so constructed as to be wasteful of water, revised the water- 
rates as follows, though we believe these charges have not been collected in all cases : 

WATER-CLOSET RATES. 

4 ' For hoppers, of any form, when water is supplied direct from the Croton sup- 
ply, through any form of the so-called single or double valves, hopper-cocks, stop-cocks, 
self-closing cocks, or any valve or cock of any description attached to the closet, each, 
per year, twenty dollars. 

' ' For any pan-closet, or any of the forms of valve, plunger, or other water-closet 
not before mentioned, supplied with water as above described, per year, ten dollars. 

* ' For any form of hopper, or water-closet, supplied from the ordinary style of 
cistern fitted with ball-cock, and overflow-pipe that communicates with the pipe to the 
water-closet, so that overflow will run into the hopper or water-closet, when ball-cock 
is defective, or from which an unlimited amount of water can be drawn by holding up 
the handle, per year each, five dollars. 

" For any form of hopper or water-closet, supplied from any of the forms of waste- 
preventing cisterns that are approved by the Engineer of k the Croton Aqueduct, which 
are so constructed that not more than three gallons of water can be drawn at each lift 
of the handle, or depression of the seat, if such cisterns are provided with an overflow- 
pipesuch overflow-pipe not to connect with the water-closet, but to be carried like a 
safe-waste, as provided by the Board of Health Regulations per year, two dollars. 

" Cisterns answering this description can be seen at this Department." 

THE SANITARY ENGINEER thus commented editorially on these rates . 

As far as they go we think they hit the nail on the head in discriminating against 
such forms of fixtures as are conceded to be wasteful. Boston, some years ago, forbade 
the use of the form that is to be taxed $20 per annum, on account of its great wasteful- 
ness ; though there they mistakenly went to the other extreme, by insisting on a self- 
closing-cock, which had to be held open to permit even the most inefficient flush ; 
consequently, such closets never were flushed and were most offensive. 
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Thousands of these closets are now in use in this city, cheapness being their only 
recommendation. It is quite time that those who, to save the cost of putting in a 
proper appliance, thereby cause a waste that deprives others of water that they should 
have, should be made to pay a sufficient tax to make this course no longer profitable. 

Those taxed ten dollars per year are the better forms of water-closets usually 
located above the basement floor. They are also wasteful, although not to so great a 
degree as the former, and even when their valves are supplied from large tanks near the 
roof, a great deal of water has to be pumped that has leaked away through these valves 
without the knowledge of the owners of the building, who pay the meter charges with- 
out knowing why they are so high or how it is possible to reduce them. 

The third class, taxed five dollars, are any forms of cistern-closets in which the 
entire contents of the cistern (if over three gallons) can be drawn off if the handle is 
propped up, and in which the overflow-pipe communicates with the service-box, so that 
if the ball-cock leaks the leakage runs unnoticed into the bowl of the water-closet. 
There is a probability of waste here, but not to so great a degree as in the two former 
kinds. 

The last form, on which no extra tax is placed (two dollars being the rate hitherto), 
prescribes what is required in all the best managed water-works in Great Britain. 

Cisterns which meet these requirements can be made by any one, and are not pat- 
entable ; indeed, many involving this principle are now used over hoppers, and to 
come within all the requirements it is only necessary to change the overflows. 

In setting this standard of what is regarded as the least wasteful, the Department 
have acted in accordance with what is deemed the best practice in the light of past 
experience. 

Manufacturers of water-closets will do well to at once arrange to supply tanks that 
will meet this last requirement, as sooner or later there will be a demand for them. 
Architects will also consult their client's interest when they make specifications for new 
work, if they take into consideration the advantages, pro and con, of the classes of 
fixtures that are to be taxed annually $5 and $2, respectively. 



THE BOARD OF HEALTH RESOLUTIONS AS TO THE WATER-RATES. 

AT this time the following resolutions were passed by the Board of Health of New 
York- 

" Whereas, It is important for the protection of this city that a water-pressure 
should be maintained at the highest possible level, in order to secure a supply for flush- 
ing water-closets and other apparatus ; and 

" Whereas, The diminished pressure caused by steadily increasing consumption 
and waste prevents the flow of water to the level of many floors, which would other- 
wise be abundantly supplied ; therefore, be it 

* * Resolved, That the Board of Health heartily approves the recent action of the 
Department of Public Works, in adopting a revised scale of water-rates, which, if 
rightly enforced, will discourage thoughtless waste and the use of appliances which are 
known to be wasteful and which should be prohibited on account of the limited supply 
of water to this city. 
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" Resolved \ That the Department of Health will co-operate efficiently with the 
Department of Public Works in the enforcement of all proper measures having in 
view the prevention of the waste of water." 



THE following extracts explain more fully the matters referred to in the foregoing 
pages : 

WATER-CLOSETS, VALVES, AND CISTKKNS. 

(From the Sanitary Engineer ^ May 18, 1882.) 
To the Editor 0/THE SANITARY ENGINEER : 

For the instruction and benefit of your numeious readeis who do not " he-Ion^ to 
the trade," will you not explain what is meant by the tuims single or f/<wM'-7'<?/;v.*, //<'/- 
per-cock$, stop-cocks^ self-closing-cocks <>" \Vhat description of watci -closets arc included 
in the ten-dollar rate? What description of water-closets are included in the five-dollar 
rate? What are the waste-preventing cisterns mentioned in the two-dollar rale? 

By giving a plain explanation of these things, you will greatly oblige me, ami, I am 
sure, many others who do not understand the distinctions named. Veiy respectfully, 

P. F. VAN Kvi-ui'N, 

May II, 1882. no Nassau St., N, V. 

The hopper-closets to be taxed $20 per year are the ordinary enameled-iron hop- 
pers, fitted with or connected to the valves and cocks which control their water-supply. 
These are innumerable in form and description. They arc illustrated in every plumb- 
ing material catalogue and can be explained by any plumber. Those most commonly 
used in this city are a spring-valve attached to the side of the hopper ,md opened by the 
depression of the seat bearing against the spindle of the valve. They are supposed to 
close when the seat is relieved of weight and arc aided in such action by a spring inside 
the valve. In some styles, called the. double-valve, the water is supposed not to run 
when the seat is occupied, but when the pressure, is removed the valve is un.mged to 
deliver a certain amount of water and then cease running ; grout numbers of valves art* 
also set in the ground, a rod communicating from them to the seat. Another kind yet 
in use in this city is a stop-cock with a rod attached which e\lends up through the side 
of the seat and is operated by a crank after the manner of the ordinary wooden 
hydrant. 

The location of hoppers of the kind described is generally where they get rough 
usage ; they are often exposed to frost, and being in basements and cellars, where the. 
pressure is the greatest, they naturally leak the most water. It is a common oenn i once 
to find the crank-cocks left open by careless servants anil others, and when the spring- 
valves are used bricks are frequently laid on the scat to keep them running in the win- 
ter time. 

The class of closets taxed $10 per year are any kind other than these hopper*, 
which are supplied with water through the valves described, or any other kind of valves, 
without the intervention of a special cistern for the water-closet. A large tank in which 
the water connects directly with one of these valves or cocks on a water-closct, so that 
the supply can be drawn without operating any valves in said tank, as, for instance, 
would be the case with the large storage-tanks on the upper floors of buildings in thi* 
city, would not be considered a special tank within the meaning of the rules* 
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The tax on valves and cocks on the pan and improved forms of closets is made less 
than in the case of hoppers, because, we presume, the conditions of their use make 
them less wasteful, but that they are also wasteful there is abundant evidence to prove. 

For an explanation of the forms of cistern-supply taxed $5 and $2, respectively, 
\vi k refer to an article by " Sanitas," quoted below, which fully explains them. 

We have not illustrated any form of water-closet or valve, for the reason that it 
mi^ht lit- deemed a reflection on the particular make selected for illustration. This we 
desire to avoid, as the rules affect all makers and kinds alike. * 



Titr. following abstract from the articles by " Sanitas," on " Plumbing Practice," 
in Tin-: SANITARY KNC.INKKK, explains the revised water-rates of the New York 
iH-'.urtmenl of Public Woiks : 




Fir.URB I. 

Figure t shews the cmHu.iry cistern now in use over water-closets where the flush 
is prudwfd by the lifting of the water-closet handle. 

This kind of a Hushing apparatus is tuml $5 pur year, I presume because there 
is ft possibility of waste from two muses : First, should the ball-cock A leak, the 
water leaked will flow unnoticed down the pipe I> into the water-closet. This pipe, 
it will be seen, serves ns an overflow as well as an air-pipe for the service-box F. Sec- 
amily, if persons are so dinposed, they can fasten up the water-closet handle so that 
the water can run from the cistern into the water-closet indefinitely ; which is possible, 
bemuse when the water lowers in the cistern, the float B will drop, which Action opens 
the buH-cock A, so that after the contents of the cistern are drawn off then the supply 
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from the ball-cock can continue, to run out of the cistern into the service-box F, thence 
into the water-closet. It is true that several inventors have applied for, and possibly 
have obtained, patents for arranging a water-closet handle so that it can be fastened up, 
expecting to sell them to the unthinking people (and there are many such) who imagine 
that by permitting a stream of water to run into a water-closet they will keep out 
sewer-gas. I do not believe these devices have met with much sale, nor do I believe 
that with a good flush from a properly constructed cistern people will, as a rule, hold 
the handle up so long as to materially increase the consumption of water. I notice, 
however, that English engineers have acted on that assumption, and probably their 
experience is of more value in coming to a conclusion than my opinions. The require- 
ment, however, to carry the overflow down like a safe-waste and not into the water-closet 
as hitherto is a very poor one, and needs no argument, for it seems perfectly clear that 
when the water from a leaky ball-cock can flow down an overflow-pipe into a water- 
closet such leaks are not likely to attract sufficient attention to induce a householder 
to have the ball-cock repaired, but when carried hke a safe-waste it will be likely to 
receive attention. 




FIGURE 2. 



Figure 2 shows a cistern that combines the features and meets the conditions 
required oy the new rates to secure the lowest tax. Cisterns of substantially this char- 
acter are used in most English cities. They are not patented there, an d no valid 
patent could be frocuted for then here. Of course, some maker might get up some 
httle detail on which he nught secure a patent, but all the essential features are public 
property. By reference to the sketch it will be seen that when the cistern is at rest the 
water is at the same level in both compartments. This is possible because the valve G 
is lifted, penmttag the water in the storage part C to flow into the measuring com- 
partment D. When the handle is pulled the valve G doses the communication wUh 
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the measuring compartment I>, mid the valve H is lifted, allowing; the contents (3 gal- 
lons) lo pass into the service-box K and thence to the water-closet. Where hoppers 
arc- used, the sei vice-hot K is not needed, but with most forms of water-closets it is 
nccessaiy in order to secure what is called the after-wash, which fills the bowl after the 
fl.ip-v.iIvT, pan, or plunger in the closet i.s restoied to its place. This after-flush is 
possible- because the valve H is larger than the outlet I to the water-closet, so that 
when the cistern-valve is closed the service-box retains the water that the down-pipe I 
lias licit can k'i! off . This quantity makes what is called the after-flush. It will also 
be noticed that in this cistern there is no overflow-pipe communicating with the water- 
closet like* the pipe I) in Figure i, but the pipe K. serves as an overflow and warning 
pipe, antl is required to terminate where any leakage can be readily noticed by the 
occupants of the house. The tracing of these overilow-pipes to see they are properly 
run, I imagine. 1 , will give plenty of work to the inspectors. 

The tube V is to give air to the service-box K, so the water will run of! when the 
valve I i is closed. 




I* igure 3 slum's what is familiarly culled the double-valve cistern, lyiirge numbers 
of dtrin are now ux?t! over htipiwr-claticl, und are operated by connecting a chain or 
wire from the lever on thecititern to a lever-attachment under the Heat, which is operated 
when the scat is omipirti, or to a door. It will be noticed that the essential features 
of the* No. a cistern arc also In this one, and the same result can be secured by 
reversing the order of hanging the valves. In this the water is ail retained in the stor- 
ujrc-t'omp&rtment until the seat is depressed, then the valve (i is opened, and the out- 
let-valve H to the water-closet is closed. No matter how long the seat may be occu- 
pied, no more tlmn the contents of this compartment can be drawn off. It will be 
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noticed, however, that, like Figure I, the overflow-pipe communicates with the pipe to 
the water-closet. To secure, therefore, the benefit of the lowest rates the only change 
required in this cistern is to take the overflow down from the outside like a safe-waste 
from a point below the air-pipe, which should be extended. 

I must confess that I think these rules are sound, and I only trust a system of 
inspection will be instituted and maintained that will secure the impartial enforcement 
of them, and I apprehend that if this is done there will be far less complaint than 
when parties who have cheerfully gone to the expense of meeting the wishes of the 
authorities find after a time that their friends and neighbors who may have ignored 
them are not molested. If all are treated alike, then manufacturers, plumbers, and 
householders can know what to depend on and will have no cause for complaint. 
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THE FOURTH VOLUMK 



THE SANITARY ENGINEER. 



\ VALUABLE; VOLUMK. 



No book of more permanent value ran be put into a librmy than the fourth volume 
of THE SANITARY ENCINICBK. Its contents cover a ^jiv.a v.uicty of topics, rvl.it in}; to 
preservation of health in our cities ami homos, by some of the vrry best authorities in 
this country and England. From the* great nunihiT of articles of jK'nn.ment value, we 
select the following as indicative of the scope and character of the whole . 



Report of the Committee of Award on tk? 
Essays in tkc Food Adulteration Competition* 
Together with the text of the es-suys. These 
form a very valuable body of matter relating to 
the regulation of adulteration by law, and were 
largely instrumental in determining the chumctcr 
of the legislation in this State and New Jersey, 
and that now before Congress. 

Recent History of Electric Lighting^ and notes 
on the Present Condition of the Electric Light. 
By President Henry Morton, of the Stevens 
Institute of Technology. 

Letters too. Young Architect on rent i fat fan 
and Heating, A acnes of papers on the heating 
and ventilation of buildings, Uy Dr. John S. 
Billings, of the United States Anny. 

Water Analysis. By Dr. Charles Smart, U. S. 
A. A very valuable series of papers on the Miini- 
tary effect of impure water supplies and the ap- 
proved methods of water analysis. 

Plumbing Practice. By "RnnitOH." A sari 
of practical papers of general interest on good and 
bad plumbing in our houses. 

A series of Miscellaneous Papers in Sanitary 
Engineering. W\\h speelnl attention to the 
latest results attained in the Disposal of Sewage. 
By Prof. Henry Robinson, C. K., of London. 

A very thorough discussion of the Separate 
System of Sewerage* Especially art applied ut 
Memphis. Participated in by Robert Rawlinnoii, 



C, K M C. n., of London ; Mr. K. ,s. I'lullinc L, f. 
1C., of Huston; t'nl. (irorgr F. Wuriug, ft., utul 
other well-knuwii rnj;iirtTH. 

In the Komi and Druif TVimnutrnt will lr 
found the text of the Nrw York 1 juv, the Adul- 
teration Legislation of other Siatft, anil nut' < mi 
cuircnt adulterations hy expertn in ttuw tommy, 
Knglund iiutl Krunce. 

Among its imHrdlnnrniiH rt Iri rr ilic IPM \>f 
thr iUunibniK l.mv for New York and liiool.Ivti ; 
the K<>'uhuionsaml Hlank Konnnof tiir Ho.iidot 
Health adopted in inipuuiiitv of thr law, ittttl n 
discussion of thr Regulation* ly rnidii'ul riumb- 
crs in the United StutrsunU (*umu!it. 

A great variety of quentionH, writing in tlr 
plumbing of house*, ncwrring of t itirs, heutlng 'f 
buildings, iindqufmioiiNconiiri'tctl with infrvhww 
disrases urc auhwrt'rd in im coirepmulriu'r. 
Them* urwwerM coiitntii thr very lrM fcvililr 
opinions on a vrry greuf vunrty of jirnt'tu'al nuiU 
tor?), und ure n inonf, vuluuhlc f future uf thin jour- 
nal. 

In its (IIM utul Kleetrir Liglitiug l)ejmrtment 
willbf found in < onpu< t fonn the IntrNt dim tivrrint 
ami inventionrt in guN nmkittg, itiui rlrttnV light- 
ing, and iirmH on tlip (Mirreut nrwNtu thewe itidu* 
tnes, prepuicd by un expert on thrnr itiph M. 

The- lutCNt diHCoveries in the treittitiriK or ntu*- 
rtUtJti of epideuue and other di^rnM M are dm* 
in it Sunitury wnd Health Noira by thr 
known nuniturtatm. 
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THE FIFTH VOLUME 



OF 



THE SANITARY ENGINEER 



Comprise s the twenty-six weekly issues from December to May, 1 88 1-2, and it is the 
first completed volume of THE SANITARY ENGINEER as a weekly. As our first and 
second volumes are out of print, this volume, in the main, is a treatise on the elemen- 
tary as well as the higher branches of sanitation. 

We give below a general outline of the main subjects embraced in Volume V., sub- 
divided, so that it may conveniently be seen why this volume should be in the hands of 
all, and particularly be read : 



Bv PLUMBERS, because of the thorough dib- 
cussion on cistern and direct supply for water- 
closets, by authorities on water-works both here 
and abroad, and letters on snmc subject from 
practical plumbers throughout the United States. 

Descriptions of the plumbing work of the Van- 
derbilt houses in New York, and other fine jobs 
(illustrated), with practical comments on same by 
various* plumbers. 

Board of Health rules, etc., as relating to 
plumbing untl the plumbing laws in this State 
and ekewherc, with discussions. 

A series of articleb on Plumbing Practice by 
" Sanitas." Illustrated. 

And a variety of questions from many practical 
men in the trade, and the answers thereto, with 
illustrations. 

BY STEAM FITTERS, because of a aeries of 
papers by u Thermus," ti practical man, on piping 
of buildings and subjects of actual experience. 
Illustrated. 

BY GAS FITTERS, because of the theoretical 
and practical questions and answers on pipes, 
burners and gaa an an illuminant. IlhiHtrated. 

BY ENGINEERS, because of a course of 
papers on the drainage of Washington, D. C. 

The separate system of sewerage, by Robert 
Rawlinson. 

A number of editorials on New York's water 
supply, and A collection of articles on water 
waste, giving the views of home and foreign engi- 



neers, together with reports and regulations of 
many cities where this subject has been thor- 
oughly studied. 

BY ARCHITECTS, because of the reasons 
above mentioned, and on account of " Letters to 
a Young Architect," by Dr. John S. Billings, 
U. S. A. Als>o for the multitude of various sub- 
jects discussed and suggested of importance in 
building, many of which are illustrated. 

BY ELECTRICIANS AND GAS ENGI- 
NEERS, because of the matter of interest to gas 
fitters, as stated, and for information of the latest 
discoveries and inventions in gas-making and 
electric-lighting. Illustrated. 

BY DRUGGISTS, CHEMISTS AND PHAR- 
MACISTS, because of the report of the experts 
appointed by the New York State Board of 
Health on food and drug adulteration. 

A series of articles on drug adulteration, by 
Alfred Senier, M. D., F. C. S., and numerous 
communications and notes from experts on food 
and drugs. 

BY PHYSICIANS, because of the information 
and comments on the new discoveries of the 
causes of disease, and the treatment. 

And for the same reasons as architects and 
druggists 

BY HEALTH BOARDS, for the same reasons 
as plumbers, engineers and physicians. 

BY THE HOUSEHOLDER and general public 
for all the reasons above mentioned. 
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THE SIXTH VOLUME 



THE SANITARY ENGINEER 

Includes llie twenty-seven issues from June I to Novembei .in, 1882. 
The following- are a few of the many articles of permanent interest : 



Illustrated descriptions of the plumbing work 
in the \ull-lxiKwn residences of Messrs. William 
1C. Vandoibilt, Cornc-hus Vamlcrbilt, K\-Gov. 
Samud J. Tilden, John Sloanc. Also of the 
41 Mills Building " (the lanjest office building in 
New York), and Minot, ll.jupur it C'o.'s Commer- 
cial Buildings. A Russi in Hath Kstublishmunl 
in Boston and the St. James Hotel in Baltimore. 

"Bcilm Sewerage." An eluhuniic report of 
the system just completed, with illustrations. Uy 
M. A. Durand-CLiyu, rngineur-in-Chief of 
Bridges and Roads of i'aris. 

" Trap Syphonogc." Report with illustration 
of experiments forNation.il Hoard of Health, lly 
Edw. S. Philbrick and K. W. Jiowditch. Also by 
Col. Geo. E. Waring, Jr. Also in Knglanel by 
S. S. Hellyer, Esq. Interesting- and valuable 
data. 

44 Coverings for Steam Pipes." Results of 
Some Experiments. Uy Mr, M. J. Bird. 

Weekly "Mortality Returns" of the lending 
cities in the United States, with " Notes and Ab- 
stracts " from Reports of Health Officers and cor- 
respondents of the National Board of Health. 
These have been printed each week, beginning 
with issue of October 12. 

"Tin in Canned Fruits." Uy Prof. Albert IJ. 
Prescott. 

"Negro Mortality of Memphis." By Dr. G, 
B. Thornton. 

"Pullman Sewerage." Abstract of paper de- 
scribing it. By Benezcttc Williams, C. K M Kngi- 
ncer-m-charge. 

* 4 Letters to a Young Architect on Heating und 
Ventilation." By Dr. J. S. Billings, Surgeon, 
U. S. A. 

A model plan for an '* Improved Tenement for 
Working Men in New York," 

* l Burning of Town Refuse at Leeds. 11 A paper 
by Chas, Slagg, Assistant C, K. 

44 The Relative Uses of Gns and Electricity," 
By C. William Siemens, F. R. S. 

"The Management of Heating Apparatus." 



An t \tiuct from a paper by S. S. Ilcllyer on 
the " Unsculiiiif of Tiajr, by Moim-ntum "- in- 
teresting in counrt turn with < \ pertinents iimdrhy 
Mrssi'i. IMiilhnck uiul Dmvditch, atul t'ol. <leirtfe 
K. Waiiiur, Jr. 

"\Vulr \\iistc I'u ventmn." ** Regulation of 
Kxctcr W.iu r Woik-i." A paper l>y llu. 1. l>ra- 
eon, M. fir.t. C. K., r*.ul In (ore Soeirty if Arts, 
" Report of Boston Comnutlee," tintl report ot 
restiUs in Cin< innalt. 

"The Mim*iaehusetts Lnw to Prevent the Aclitl* 
teuitioii of Food and Drug*.. 11 

I 'radical articles on '* .Steam Kitting aitt! St< am 
Heating." By "Thcrmus." 

An illustrated niiicle (Ust*iit>ing the 4 * Atcitm 
moclatirm for the Foreign Cattle Truth " t the 
1'nrt of Liverpool. Uy Frant p, Vucher, M. J>. 

Pl.in of l4 FluHh Tank fur Conntry Resulem t -,." 

*' Text of the IllumimUuu; (hla Hill fur N<w 
Yoik, State." 

14 The Kffect of Water Level t>u DiWJiwe. 11 Hy 
Baldwin l.ul ham, M. Intl. C. F.. 

44 A Form of Specification for Steam Filling of 
an Kight-Story Apartment House." 

44 Report on Oil Testers," 

An article on the " Sewerage of r.nghtcm, Kng- 
land," With ii-pnrls by Sir Jiweph Uu/ulgette 
and J. llailey-Denton. 

A series of papers on 4l Water Anulynii/* from 



44 I-entl Poisoning." Uy I>r, Kdw. S. Wood, 
Harvard Medical College. 

In addition to the foregoing there are nntiwer* 
to a great variety of qucHtionjf on the vunotiN top- 
ics treated by TUK SANITAKV KNC*INUKI{, the 
usual record of putenU gruntrd und the weekly 
reviews of quiiHtiunn of current interest to flumtu- 
riann, and of the condition of the Gn und Klec- 
tric Light Indugtriett. Thin latter feature innkes 
the paper of real vulue to Invcntora, iincti the Htm 
is to Mate the facu withotit bia for either inter- 
citt. 



By Edw. S. Philbrick, C. E, 
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THE SEVENTH VOLUME 



OF 



THE SANITARY ENGINEER 



Includes the twenty-six weekly issues from December 7, 1882, to May 31, 1883. 
Among the articles of permanent value may be mentioned : 



Letters to a Young A rckitect on Heating and 
Ventilation. By Dr. J. S. Billings," U. S. A. 

Steam Fitting and Steam Heating. By 
4i Thermus." A series. (Illustrated.) 

The Edison System of Wiring Buildings for the 
Electnc Light. (Illustrated.) 

Illustrated descriptions of the sanitary arrange- 
ments in the residence of Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
Esq., the Berkshire Apartment House, Home for 
Aged Females, and the Duncan Office Building. 

The Steam Heating Companies in New York. 
Illustrated description of. 

Full abstract, with illustrations, of the records 
in the McCloskey Patent Suit for Trap Ventila- 
tion. 

The New York Water Supply. A series of ar- 
ticles on the suppression of waste of water, giving 
the experience of European cities in attempting 
to deal with this problem, the practice now in 
vogue there, and the situation in American cities. 
These articles will be found of great value to 
water-works authorities and all who are interested 
in this question. 

A discussion of the various projects for increas- 
ing the water supply of New York, including the 
Croton Aqueduct scheme, appears in almost every 
number in this volume. 

Atlantic Coast Resorts. A Report by E. W. 
Bowditch, C. E., to the National Board of Health. 

National Board of Health, Congressional 
Debates on the. 



How the Plumbing Law is enforced in New 
York. A description of the methods employed 
by the department. 

Germs and Epidemics. By Dr. John S. Bil- 
lings, U. S. A. 

Malaria (a series). By George M. Sternberg, 
Surgeon U. S. Army. 

Lead Burning. Apparatus and Process de- 
scribed. 

Gas Fitting man Office Building. Descrip- 
tion of work in the Mills Building. 

A merican Practice in Warming Buildings 
by Steam. By the late Robert Bnggs, M. lost. 
C. E. A paper read before the institution. 

There is also the current information of the op- 
eration of the food adulteration laws ; record of 
rulings and prosecutions, and copies of laws. The 
weekly and monthly mortality table of the princi- 
pal cities of the United States, together with a 
large amount of home and foreign health notes. 
The most complete collection of data on this sub- 
ject published. Carefully prepared reviews of 
the reports of health officers, and the current san- 
itary literature. Answers to a great variety of 
practical questions on plumbing, heating, water 
supply, and steam fitting. Record of Patents, 
and the current record of projected buildings and 
construction notes, which includes information of 
special interest to Contractors, Engineers and 
Architects. 
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THE EIGHTH VOLUME 



THE SANITARY ENGINEER 

Comprises the twenty-six weekly issues from June 7 to November 29, 1883, and is 
replete with interesting information for every intelligent person. 

Among the many important articles of permanent interest, the following- may be 
mentioned 



Vital Statistics By Dr. John S. Hillings, Sur- 
geon U. S. Army. A series of original and sug- 
gestive papers. 

Steam-Fitting and Steam-Heating. By 
"Thermus." A series of illustrated articles on 
modern practice in the fitting of buildings with 
Steam Apparatus. 

Letters to a Young Architect on Heating and 
Ventilation. By John S. Billings, Surgeon U. S. 
Army. A continuation of the Illustrated series. 

The Use of Lead for Conveying and Storing 
Water. By Prof. Wm. Ripley Nichols. A 
valuable contribution giving the results of exper- 
ience and investigation up to the present time. 

English Plumbing Practice. By a Journey- 
man Plumber. A series of illustrated practical 
articles of special interest to practical workers. 

Model Stables. Giving illustrated descriptions 
of the ventilation and drainage of the stables of 
Mr. Wm. Pickhardt and Mr. Frank Work, New 
York. 

A Series of Illustrated Articles. By F. B. 
Brock, giving the expired patents on water-closets, 
and radiators used m steam heating. Of value to 
those interested in the manufacture of these ap- 
pliances. 

Illustrated Description of the Sewerage and 
Water-Supply of Bunzlait) in Silesia, in 1773. 
By W. Doench, C.E. Of historical interest. 

Tk e Liernur System of Sewerage. Carefully 
prepared reviews of its claim in connection with a 
report on the system of Dr. Overbeek de Meijer, 
and a discussion of its applicability for Baltimore. 

The Relation of Soils to Health. Giving 
results of experiments on filtering capacity of soils. 
By Raphael Pumpelly. 

American Practice in warming Buildings by 
Steam. By the late Robt. Briggs, M. Inst. C.E. 



Illustrated Description of the l 
Heating^ Lighting and Ventilation in the fol- 
lowing Buildings: The Marquund Houses, 
Apartment house at Madison Avenue and 
Thirtieth Street; New Library Building, Columbia 
College ; the Duncan-Office Building, Hawthorne 
Apartment Hou.se, all m New York City. Plumb- 
ing in residence of Thos. Craig, Esq., Montreal ; 
The Government Printing-office, Washington; 
The Holborn Restaurant, London. 

A Novel and Ornamental JFlre-fiscafa 

Illustrated. 

Plan of Improvetl Tenements for Working 
People erected by the Corporation of Trinity 
Church. 

Plan of a Public Shower-Rath in tterlin. 

The Turco-Russian Baths of A star Mace, 
New York. Illustrated description. 

The Vienna Electrical Exhibition. k series 
of letters by an expert describing features of the 
exhibition. Illustrated. 



There are also ctxref tilly-prepared reviews of the 
reports of Health Officials, Water Boards, City 
Engineer, and the current literature on the sub- 
jects treated by THE SAWTAKY ENGINEER. 

Also the current information of the operation 
of the food adulteration laws, record of rulings 
and prosecutions, and copies of laws ; the weekly 
and monthly mortality table of the principal cities 
of the United Statrs, together with a large 
amount of home and foreign health notes, the 
most complete collection of data on this subject 
published ; answers to a great variety of practical 
questions on plumbing, heating, water-supply 
and steam-fitting; record of patents, and the 
current record of projected buildings and construc- 
tion notes, which includes information of special 
interest to contractors, engineers and architects. 

Postage, 40 cents. 
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THE NINTH VOLUME 



OF 



THE SANITARY ENGINEER. 

Foi Civ il, Mechanical, and Sanitary Engineers, Architects, Health Officers, Plumbers, Steam-Fitters, 
and general readers who are aware of the rapjdly increasing importance of the study of all topics affect- 
ing the public health, the Ninth Volume of THE SANITARY ENGINEER, including the 26 weekly issues 
from December 6, 1883. to May 29, 1884, contains much matter of great value. Its articles are prepared 
by the best authorities in the several departments, and are at the same time wrr ' " 



f , - je written to be understood by 

intelligent householders who are not themselves either Engineers or Sanitarians. 
The following are among the subjects discussed in the Volume : 

A thorough Description of the New Main 
Sewerage System of Boston, Mass, Elaborately 
illustrated. These articles, both text and illus- 
Carefutly-prepared Reviews of the Reports of 
State and Local Boards of Health, making one 
of the most complete records of the piesentcondi- 



The Duties and Responsibilities of State and 
National Officers of Health, in a series of Edi- 
torials of much vigor. 



tion of Sanitation in the United States and Great 
Britain which is accessible to the reader. 

Mortality Statistics of the United States, pre- 
sented in a weekly table very carefully compiled, 
with weekly notes on the health of the United 
States, Canada, and Europe. 

Vital Statistics. Several valuable papers by 
Dr. T. S. Billings, on the computation of these 
Statistics. 

Numerous important articles on the Adulter- 
ation of Food. 

Improved Tenement-Houses as a Business In- 
vestment* Illustrations of Buildings in New 
York and London. 

The Public School-Houses of New York City. 
-An incisive, accurate series of Reports by Spe- 
cial Agents, with illustrations of the most extra- 
ordinary cases. 

Cottage Hospitals. The first numbers in a 
serii's of papers by^ Henry C. Burdett, of London, 
valuable to Physicians, Architects and Sanitarians. 

Lofty Buildings. Their disadvantages. Two 
pnptrs by I'rof. K. Ken, of Kings College, Lon- 
don. Valuable in connection with the current dis- 
cutsion ol that subject. 

Public Baths and H'as/i-ffouses.ThQ first of 
n series of papers on the Public Provision of Bath- 
ing I 1 ucilities in Cities. 

Plumbing Apprenticeship. A discussion by 
Master and Journeymen Plumbers. 

Us more strictly Technical Articles contain, 
AinonK others: A History oj American Water- 
M 'or As Practice, in its full Reviews of Reports of 
Water-Works Engineers and City Engineers. 
Tlu-sr art- probably the fullest notice of this sub- 
juctuhich s accessible. Comments on Notable 
KxAinplcsof Water- Work Construction at home 
and abroad. Reports on the Quaker Bridge Bam 
(New York Water-Supply), by B. S. Church, 
C. K., and Isaac Newton, C. E. 

The Water-Supply of London. A series of 
papers by un Kngfish Water- Works Engineer. 

Notes on Sewerage Practice in the United 
States and Europe. 

Original Data on the Memphis Sewerage, 



trations, were prepared by one of the Engineers 
in charge of the work. 

Illustrated Descriptions of Plumbing, Heating, 
JLzghttng and Ventilation of Notable Buildings, 
showing the best modern practice. These include, 
among others, the Metropolitan Opera-House, 
Stables of Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt, the Manhat- 
tan Storage Warehouse, the Russian and Turkish 
Baths in the Hoffman House, the Mutual Life 
Insurance Company's Building, and Bridgeport 
Hospital. These descriptions -are prepared with 
great care, and are fully illustrated. 

American Plumbing Practice By a New 
York Master Plumber. 

English Plumbing Practice. By an English 
Journeyman Plumber. 

These papers show the practice of the trade in 
the two countries where plumbing is best devel- 
oped. 

The Steam-Fitting and Steam-Heating of 
//tfwwrj. By a Practical Steam-Fitter, under the 
nom de plume " Thermus." 

Gas and Electricity. Processes of Gas Manu- 
facture. The Vienna Electrical Exhibition is de- 
scribed, with illustrations, in the Special Corre- 
spondence of an American Electrical Engineer. 

Healthy Foundations for Houses. A series of 
papers by Glenn Brown, Architect. 

Correspondence. Containing a great variety of 
inquiries and replies by the best obtainable au- 
thorities on Practical Questions affecting House- 
Construction, Plumbing, Water-Supply, Heating, 
Ventilation, Sewer Building, Reservoir Construc- 
tion, etc. 

American Patent Records and English 
Patent Rccot ak. -Containing Patents granted in 
the department of manufacture affected by Sani- 
tation in all its branches, Heating, Plumbing, 
Ventilation, etc. 

Notes and Discussions on Current Topics of 
Interest. Among these have been articles on the 
Cause of the Floods in the Ohio Valley, the Rela- 
tion of Plumbers to State Medicine, Hints to 
Housekeepers on the Care of Mechanical Appar- 
atus, Hygiene of Schools, etc. 

Reports of Societies and Associations, Awards 
of Contracts, the Current Record of Buildings 
Projected, etc,, are furnished by Special Corre- 
spondents. 



THE WHOLB CONSTITUTING A VOLUME OF PRACTICAL INFORMATION OP THE HIGHEST VALUE. 
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THE TENTH VOLUME 



OF 



THE SANITARY ENGINEER 

Includes the twenty-six weekly issues from June 5 to November 27, 1884. 
Among the articles of permanent and special interest may be mentioned : 



Notable RxJiibits at the International Health 
Exhibition, London. These illustrated descrip- 
tions were prepared by specialists^ and possess 
more than usual interest, included in which are 
illustrations of notable lead-work, of special in- 
terest to plumbers ; description of Clark s process 
for softening and pun fy ing water ; also illustra- 
tions and descriptions of various sewage and water 
filters; illustrated description of steam ovens; 
a history and elaborate description of the various 
methods of separating cream by mechanical means, 
and a description, of refrigerating machines. 

London Water Companies. Elaborate descrip- 
tion, extending through several numbers, of the 
interesting exhibits of the London Water Com- 
panies, showing section of their filter-beds, and 
numerous interesting details to water engineers. 
These papers were prepared by a well-known 
borough engineer, and are interesting to hydraulic 
engineers. 

Illustrated Description of the Plumbing, 
Heating, Lighting and Ventilating of Notable 
Buildings.- These include, among others, the new 
building of the Mutual Life Insurance Co., of 
New York; residence of Henry G. Marquand, Esq.. 
New York: residence corner Madison Avenue and 
Sixty-ninth Street ; Berkshire Apartment-House ; 
and residence of H. H. Cook, Esq., New York. 

Steatn-Fitting and Steam-Heating.^ a 
practical steam-fitter, under the nom deplume of 
" Thermus." Continuation of senes. Fully illus- 
trated. 

Public Urinals of Paris. Description, with 
sheet of illustrations. 

English Plumbing Practice. By an English 
Journeyman Plumber. These articles are by a 
thorough workman, and of special interest to 
mechanics in anv part of the globe. 

New Method of Heating Two Boilers by One 
Water-Back. With illustrations and description. 

The Syphonage and Ventilation of Trajs. 
Criticism on the report of Messrs. Putnam and 
Rice on their experiments with traps, printed in 
the American Architect^ and correspondence 
thereon. 

Iron as a. Material for Purifying Potable 
Water. By Prof. William Ripley Nichols. 

Filtration of Certain Saline Solutions 
through Sand. Abstract of paper by Prof. Wm. 
Ripley Nichols. 

Healthy Foundations for Houses. Series of 
papers, illustrated, by Glenn Brown, Architect. 

Rights of Tenants occupying Insanitary 
Houses. Opinion of Justice Daly, of the Court of 
Common Picas of New York. 

Prrventative Inoculation for Hydrophobia* 
Comments on experiments by Prof. Pasteur. 



Sewerage of Waterbuyy. Description, with 
illustrated details. 

New Orleans Quarantine Conference. Reso- 
lutions adopted and editorial comments on the 
same. 

Improvements in the Hull General Infirmary. 
Illustrations giving plans and elevation, \vith 
descriptive matter. 

Unbalanced and Lumped Bids. An elaborate 
communication showing the methods adopted m 
France and other European countries for letting 
contracts for engineering and other work. 

The so-called Plumbers 1 Trade-Protection 
Controversy. & full and comprehensive history 
of the misunderstandings and controversy between 
certain plumbing societies and the manufacturers 
and dealers in plumbing matenals in the United 
States during the autumn of 1884. 

International Electrical Exh ibition at Phila- 
delphia. Senes of letters describing the exhibi- 
tion, with illustrations. 

System of Heating Houses in Germany and 
A ustria. Illustrated article. 

Pest-Holes in New York. Series of illustrated 
descriptions of some of the notable insanitary 
tenement-houses. Editorial comments charting 
the Board of Health with want of energy in deal- 
ing with these nuisances. 

Cholera. Dr. Max Von Petterkofer's views. 

Public Baths and Wash-Houses. Illustrated 
description of notable public baths in London. 

Blunders in Plumbing. Senes of suggestive 
articles, with illustrations, showing the blunders 
made in arranging the plumbing details of houses. 
Notable by-passes in arranging trap-ventilation. 

Heating and Ventilating Massachusetts /- 
stitute of Technology. Description of methods 
employed, by S, H. Woodbndge. Fully illustrated. 

Aeration of Surface-Water. Editorial on 
report of Prof. Albert R. Leeds, on the results of 
the analysis of the Schuylkill water. 

Checking the Waste of Water in Boston. 
Report showing: very satisfactory results due to 
systematic effort. 

Table giving Bids in Detail for Sections A 
and B of the New York Aqueduct. -Vftfh 
editorial comments on the action of the Commis- 
sioners in rejecting these bids. 

Reports by Special Correspondents~~Qt the 
proceedings of the International Congress of 
Hygiene at The Hague; American Public Health 
Association at St. Louis; the Plumbers' Congress, 
London ; the Sanitary Institute at Dublin ; 
National Convention of the Master Plumbers of 
the United States at Baltimore. 
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merican Sanitary Engineering" 

BY EDWARD S. PHILBRICK, C. E. 

///r JHuthatfti wit/t thhty-faw Fimes and Ptans of Sewers and Sewer- Appliances ^ 
rcntiltiting and Ilome-Drainhtg Apparatus^ etc. 

AMKRICAN SANITARY KNC.INKKRING, by Kilwaul S. Philbrick, C. E., is written 
by a gentleman of great experience in planning sanitary works, and is especially 
ail.iptt'tl to the difficulties mot with in constructing such works in climates of 
greatly varying tempeuitures. It contains a very careful summary, in brief compass, 
of thi* principles of city, suburban, ami household sanitation. The subject of which it 
treats is jjennallv nTogniml to be of steadily ".rowing interest and importance, not 
only to the architect, engineer, anil builder, but also to the general reader and house- 
holder, who has :\ vital concern in understanding the principles whicl) secure health in 
his home. In this book hns been pi evented for the first time in this country a resume 
of the entire subject in a clear and convenient foim for professional and non-profes- 
sional men. Its value was piomptlv recogni/ed and testified to by the public press, 
some of the notices of which we quote : 



NS OF TUK 



The j.'n-at interests of health anil li'r, the dan- 
>!t r*. wlm U threaten both, and the means ol ]'- 
si-rvim 1 1 In- our and prnloMKUiijfihedthcr.aie ttvat- 
ril in thesi Ireturrs uiii manner to attrart public 
iiiirttimn. 'I heir an iiosiiitjrvtsof household or 
inn tilt Jp.il n iwomv mine jm SMIII* or important 
(hut the \ etiolation urn! dram.ii;!' of houses, thr 
^ .in- tint Him unit vi ntiKittoii of scwrrt, thr clr.iin- 
,L'r it inuii^uml oilier prmiHitmsforthrsiuiiuuy 
ti Irrr t it rnn\trtl < itirs and \ill.iy.cs; iul Ml. 
IMnlli ill'-. r*|Miii'iwr iis.in riiuinprr and tin 's- 
I*-t( i"i iihinv of thrni* (jufsliotii rs|wrmllv 'tnuli- 
!u^ IIKII to itrut ihnii ntlf llii^cntly. K.vnv houir- 
Jt.(lt{' r iiiut rvrry UutUlrr will tin it in this volume 
surv^'-nnus ttf K* 1 * 4 *' 1 vultip, - /V.\/>w Jiiiily .*!/- 
tcteiAct. 

A tin/* it Irctnrr** c'livrrinK: in u nrniliurly Hiitf- 
XrMnf inul pmcfunl iiiutittft 1 thr -MibirrH of 
vrittiiuiiiiiit hi*Hf untt town clruiimter, SJ-WCHIKC, 
iiittl thriller. Thr utitrtrr x iiifsrninl in u way 
\\f\\ fuh tiliilrd r rutnuiiiiul HI iilioii li"> hmw- 
in.ibtr-t H wrll htiM'-l>HiUlrn untl tanitary 
riuMiirrii. Tht* mrtlimlH ftl ppht'fh rrrom- 
Htr'nttrtt Iwvr IwrH hv-H for tlirr ttliirsn t imrt 
tic ttimiiM<M'(*'f *>tir i hmutr, mfr uimlrH oi hfr, 
Km] iimrr ohvitWH NHiiitHry nrrrln. &'tetttijt? 
A trttf inttt. 

A MHrfitl tontnlitititm t* rhr fitiunitm-HrtiNr Hi - 
rrnl itrr uf ihr tluy i utul 'r whirli luritrly tuitu rriiH 
tiir tlufllnn in tmr Kfrul muii'i|ialitii > S WliM'httir 
ttftiiiriidy uinttMitrtl **n thr rrvrjnf c*f wtuitury 
j-itm iplrn. /%* Ariwwx *)/ii//. 



i'i.r .\\tHtfatj FKgiatfr lt** i>wt iwu^il nlitllr 
\nliuiir mi thr Ntihirt'l tliHt Will nit dowlrt pnivr 
ui Httrirm l' ihr ncopir tf ftU our UirRrtillrit. It 
m it * iHttiHliilinn t iwrlvr lr-lurf-N(lrlivrrrtl hrforr 
iJir* Si hi*l l Irolurtml St-irm-r ni thr MuiMkrhu- 
n.Ui linflifutf i if TrthnoloKy in tlttta, uml nni 



wrll 



iiittny vtdimhtr tiiituthut htnldrn wmild tin 
uUr ttiJvntttt5 of. - New Yarti /ttrM 

doth, 



This hook consists of n serins of lectures dehv 
crod at the Massachusetts Instittitu of Tt'chnol- 
ony, in r.ostun. We are ulad that the iiucnst 
tlu-y awakened has led to their present publication 
in cnnwcte-d fonu. Not meiely sanitary engineers, 
but all householders and dwellers in houses who 
aie concerned \vitl the vital questions of ventila- 
tion and sewerage, will welcome this suggestive 
and instructive volume. Men do not wish to be 
left at the mercy oi builders and plumbers ; yt-t 
toooltea they are helpless victims, because tiny 
do not know where to go for competent and dis- 
interested opinions concerning rival methods and 
devices. 'I he literature of the subject consists 
Iiirutly in puJTsot patent contrivances, proceeding 
from their inventors or vendors. Mr. Philbnck's 
opinions are free from this ground of suspicion, 
and are, moreover, based upon the condition of 
American society, which is not always the case 
with those of furrign authors.-' Engineering & 
Mining Journal* 

Thr lectures on American Sanitary JSntf- 
iiffTfVw, rrcnitlv delivered by Kdwnrd S. Phil- 
brick betorr the School of Industrial Science at 
thr MiMMiu.hnsrtiH Institute of Technology ^ and 
printed in part i the Sanitary Jhnjfinefr 
and thr /I inert fan A rfhitcctjuwv been pubHwhed 
in a hhm twtuvo volume troui the office of the 
Sanitary /fttfinfer, New York, with thirty illus- 
trations, These lectures furnish the reader, 
profeNHioiwl or uiiprufcMiionnl, with a very thor- 
uiiKh und iutclli}(rnt discussion of n vory import- 
unL stibjrrt. Boston Journal. 

Thr ventilation of building, the drainage of 
town*, art jiyrtrnw of wpwerajjc receive much 
nnrrf nl und thoughtful attention. Contains much 
vahuiblf information, and should be in the hands 
of every \iQ\i*Q\wh\?r,~AMsriean Machinist. 
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THE PRINCIPLES 



OF 



VENTILATION AND HEATING 



AND 



THEIR PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

BY 
JOHN S. BILLINGS, M.D., LL.D. (Eclmb.), 

Surgeon U. S. Army. 



PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 



This interesting and valuable series Of 
papers, originally published in THE SANI- 
TARY ENGINEER, have been re-arranged 
and re-written, with the addition of new 
matter. 

The volume is published in response to 
the general demand that these important 
papers should be issued in a more con- 
venient and permanent form, and also 
because almost all the reliable literature 
on this subject has been furnished by 
English Authors, and written with refer- 
ence to the climate of England, which is 
more uniform and has a higher proportion 
of moisture. The need of a book based 
upon the conditions of the American cli- 
mate is therefore apparent. 

The following will indicate the character 
of the subject-matter : 

Expense of Ventilation Difference Be- 
tween ' ' Perfect " and Ordinary Ventila- 
tion Relations of Carbonic Acid to the 
Subject Methods of Testing Ventilation. 

Heat, and some of the Laws which 
Govern its Production and Communication 
Movements of Heated Air Movements 
of Air in Flues Shapes and Sizes of 
Flues and Chimneys. 

Amount of Air-Supply Required 
Cubic Space. 

Methods of Heating: Stoves, Furnaces, 
Fire-Places, Steam, and Hot- Water. 

Scheduling for Ventilation Plans 
Position of Flues and Registers Means 



of Removing Dust Moisture, and Plans 
for Supplying It. 

Patent Systems of Ventilation and Heat- 
ingThe Ruttan System Fire-Places 
Stoves. 

Chimney-Caps Ventilators Cowls 
Syphons Forms of Inlets. 

Ventilation of Halls of Audience 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church The 
Houses of Parliament The Hall of the 
House of Representatives. 

Theatres The Grand Opera-House .it 
Vienna The Opera-Housc at Frankfort- 
on-the-Main The Metropolitan Opera- 
House, New York The Madison Square 
Theatre, New York The Criterion 
Theatre, London The Academy of 
Music, Baltimore. 

Schools. 

Ventilation of Hospitals St. Peters- 
burgh Hospital Hospitals for Contagious 
Diseases The Barnes Hospital The 
New York Hospital The Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. 

Forced Ventilation Aspirating-Shafth 
Gas Jets Steam Heat for Aspiration 
Prof. Trowbridge's Formula* Application 
in the Library Building of Columbia Col- 
lege Ventilating-Fans Mixing- Valves. 

The book is free from unnecessary 
technicalities and is not burdened with 
scientific formulae. 

It is invaluable to Architects, Physi- 
cians, Builders, Plumbers, and those who 
contemplate building or remodeling their 
houses. 



SOLD BY ALL BOOKSELLERS. 

Large 8vo. Handsomely Bound in Cloth* Price $3.00^ Postage Paid. 
, Address, BOOK DEPARTMENT, 

THE SANITARY ENGINEER, 140 WILLIAM ST., NEW YORK. 
, OBTAINABLE AT LONDON OFFICE, 92 AND 93 FLEET STREET, FOR 15 SHILLINGS. 



